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Innovatlon and trad1t10n

endorsed by Lees Court

Redshaw writes: A very damp Tuesday
evening in mid-summer saw nearly 30
Ashford members attend our annual
farm walk, which this vear was held at
the Lees Courr estate, which belongs
the Countess Sondes.

The rain cerrainly did nor dampen
the enrhusiasm with which Countess
Sondes and her team greered us ar the
start of our evening. They gave us a
very warm welcome along with an
explanation of the estate’s background,
ahjecrives and business philosophy,

The principal aim of the farm is to
be borh profitable and to farm in a
sustainable manner, taking due care of
the environment and rhe local
communiry. The key to the farm’s
performance and profitabiliry is the
ability to maintain high levels of gross
margin from producing good vields
and adding value ro crops grown on
the farm. The conventional cropping
meludes winter whear, peas, spring
beans and oilseed rape and the 2003
harvest produced very respectable
vields per hecrare.

However, the highlight of the rour
were the diversificarion elements and
non-food crops for which Counress
Sondes is a superb advocate. She has
infused the Lees Court estate with a
‘can-do’ American ingenuity to respond
to the challenges agriculture faces today.

The Countess has launched ‘Seeds’
her awn innovartive range of bath and
hody products, ininally using whear |

ASHFORD group secretary Jon ‘

a8 8@ e B BAanw

Last chance for Horsham producers

HORSHAM FOOD AND drink festival
takes place over thres weeks from
Sarurday, 11 Seprember to Sunday, 3
October. It kicks off on the Samrday
with a launch event called The Big
Nibble® in the Drill Hall, Horsham
between 10.00am and 4.00pm.

The Big Nibble will include all day
cookery demonstrarions, rutored cheese
tastings and wine tastings from John
Radford, as well as an abundance of
local produce ro raste and purchase.

The ladics of Storringron W1 Marker, |
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is extracted using a special chemical-
free process and is the first to be
obtained this way in Brirain,

She is very commirted to other new

germ oil frc.'-thﬁ' estaf. The oil used, ‘

| revenue streams and rhe estare works

closely with the national non-foad '
crop centre and Springdale Crop |
Synergics, who are the leaders in '
linking research, industry and
agriculture in areas of non-food crop
development. The Counress believes
that development in these new areas
could save many struggling farmers
and hopes that her farm will be an
example to others of how embracing
change can lead to success,

On our walk round the various crops
we were piven explanatons by Countess
Sondes and her farm manager, Bill
Harbour, and we learnt enough to
appreciate the estare’s position at the
forefront of cropping rechnology. ‘

The non-food crops grown are hemp,
echium (pictared on right), quinca and

T T R T R RN

the last in the Horsham Disericr, will
be bringing as much home-baked
goods and local produce as they can
carry. Other participants include a
farm shop, farmers’ butcher, vinevards,
breweries and Wairrose offering
tastings of all products sourced locally.
In addition to all this food, the
Allotmient Sociery will advise on how
o grow your own and Brinsbury
College will be promoring their
gardening courses.

As part of the festival a programme
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on a relatively small area of just over 40
acres in roral, which has been used to
assess the potential for the furure, This
commitment to diversificarion has nor
created a compromise on the established
rradidions of the estate. The Countess
continues to run Lees Courr’s renowned
shoor and upholds the traditions which
help maintain the countryside way of
life, The #stare is also involved in a joint
research project with the game
conservancy trust and participares in
thres countryside stewardship schemes.

{On our rerurn to the grain store we
were rreated to most welcome hot
drinks and a bite to ear, and a further
oppartuniry to talk with Countess
Sondes and her staff to find our more
about this fascinating estare. The ladies
in the office enjoyed trying some of the
hody products and the evening ended
with a fitting vore of thanks to all at
Lees Counrr estate by our chairman, Peter
Bromley.

is being compiled of all the local
businesses participating in the event
and this will be printed and delivered
to 55,000 houoscholds and businesses in
the Horsham District along with extra

| copies in public places.

If you have not received any
informarion and would like o take
advantage of this Free publicicy please
contact Chris Baister, business
developmenr officer, Horsham District
Coungcil — 01403-215542, email
chris.baister@horsham.govauk — if you
are unsure about how you can
participate contact Chns for ideas and
help. Time is running out!

GOT A NEWS STORY? emall sarah acworth@nic.org.uk telephons 01730 408000 fax 01730 408018

22 fygust 200=

British Farmer And Grower South East Editlon



