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Family cnterprise: the Earl
and Countess of Ronalds-
hav with their children
Urar feftl, Mlinna, Eliza
and twins Inm-_,_-m-n el
Flora i frant of the former I
stables ar Aske, Yorkshire,
which now house offices,
| The seolprore, Dniean, is
| by Charles Hadeack ) _i

108 COLONTRY LIFL « APRIL 34 14

g




MARY MIERS and
JERENY MUSSON visi

{our estate owilers who are

Lslilg nnovatve strategles
Lo revitalise and give new
purpose o their property,

THE EARL OF RONALDSHAY
AT ASKE, YORKSHIRE

(R most ownerse the ancillary
butldings tiae onee were vital coes in
the great machine thar drove the
rurid estate represent semething of o dog-
hlv-crzed sword. Desimed o impoess as
eveciuchers o the landseape; they ae
ofen of architecral as well s sodal
interest and siated m

branmztul, unspoili
settings, Yeou oy, lurgely reduncant Jor
their original purpese, many face negeo
and dereliction, thisie owners amailling
sell bBecause tey DTe w the bt of e
camee. [oow o carceory of buildings ae nsk
closely associared with rural declme, v
the problen s ool 4 new ote, and there

({43

hive leen miuny successtil reprieves

The revent reseue of due Maguess of

Zetane's magmficern comples of hunring
stables o Aske. e Bichmond, bwl in
L6710 the desimis of Thomas Oliver, i
pitrticularhy nepieing, Aetland's descendan
the Ll of Rooaldshoy  describes this
imposing quadranele ws absurdly. grand’,
chamng s decline follewing wartime re-
quisiioning, to a chicken-rearing premises,
and then storage o e Tosun el jeusan
thar goes with Buming —sick animalz; goaw
Bales . clobber®, By THUS el sralbles were
wick and tred, aihough not derelict”. He
explaing bow; afier he rewmed from -
ing 4 sausace-manulieneang hosiness o
Newnrker wo ve pernnuently ot Aske in
1998, the esme decided o e oue ol s
farmlanel. morely 1o extsong senams We'el
tarmied for vesrs: because thar seag the -
citonal thing 1o do, bur we cidn't Koow
e whont fi—we weere exposer 0w buosi-

sy we Dl o experise )

Lowel Ronalishay then inidared o pro-
sramume ol diversification: that has rever-
sl the [ornes of the Grade *-Bsed
builclings, and is revilising the estu,
Emplewing Bural Solenens the awardswan-
ning compinay founded by Boges Tempest,
whe ploneercd die coneept of dae rurul
beistiness park-ar s owen Broughon Hall
pesy Skipron, Fetland  Esiares converted
the Classical mmees ineo biglh-gualive mod-
ey offieess These aceommedare abour 15
sl o medivmesized  compinies, some

bocul, ohiers relosning e the pobse, ol
lmen and i jams of the Soah With
sweeping . views lowardls the Moth York
mioors, wrouble-lree packing b o discregtly
cated car park, case ol access from. mos
nrthiern wities aned the AL aod sl
e i deming sensiavely resored.
Aske Stables peovides o mesde] wrking
envivornment. Lovd Boualdshan’s: business
does not stop with property development
b sl Bis mamsagermient eam e invabved
witle e Lelelimgs sl deely occupiees oo a
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chaby Liisty, enjuving @ relutionslip diat ta
clmenally londiords and wenants ek Tad,

A derached mding sables 15 being con-
verted into Bve more offizes, and there ar

plans [or more Grmboldings acioss the
park. The estare, however, wanis 0 sicer
cles & becoming o husiness pack’, and is
consicering upmarker bolida conversions
for some of its famihooses and: stea
[he sueeess ol these ventures Jas Doought

the wheel il sifele, Thene are pow now

Fs

jalas Be estie croplovess and hepefit e the
ezl ceonomy, which wad budly b by (Dot
maclmaminth reserietionz: The eceime’s fenmis-
lapd that - hwod  been
plouglied up for wrable reinstated, wed long
uneler=tused buildines mke onoa e lease of
lile, There ate tow as many people works
ing here s there wire 3 centony aon, and

Aty

sivce hias seen park

cEHTIpes uenetng g e relocile wote

PO

(G748 B22000; waeansfeonud)
NICHOLAS DETERDING AT
KELLING HALT, NORFOLK

OFT nachional estares were
Sl accuired o founded by entre-
prencurs, I akes moeney w buy

land and build houses, Ease Anglisn iy pur-
ricydar & clotred with esmares thar owe their
origins o beer; Binking and  busipess.
Typicd of these s dwe Kelling Hall estae,
aear Halr, ser up a0 cennnye sen by Sir Henn
Deterding, funder of Roval LDhch Shell,
The hancksone back-aoc-fan hoose wis
bl in 1913, w dusions by Edward Maoude,

= Hermi's greaemsindany - Nicholas
olserves that “there will always be farming
bere—pigs, beef, beerdey and: poaeses=—Tag
ahtoral mused agriculiore BB oo longe
thi: meraniee of an GHEne's menme, 80 we
Fevve oy el e avernees™. Lo thins endd, the
Deterclizngs bavve Launched ne the holida-
cattame business, but with o dilference, *Our
firnizheed comaoed, the innors done woi
high standarel by ooy wile, Ema, Ehronely

hor properyv-msnsgement busines; cu b
taken on o dease foe short wnancics, a0 vear
or s, and they are completely semaced by
the este, We arrange Buncn e,
mrelening, cleaning onee a weck, bang up
Fires dor the weekend and 5o on, [t s partly
mspired Iy something we expericnced o
the Far Bast, aned purdy by the well-css
Bshed Amencan habir of ak

i serviceed

cotlages and bouses o e Haumnplons, We
Pever fonar wp anl resady and dhree almos
ceachy, Phere ave plans oooveite 4 group
ol cormeres It an ol frmsiead, wids i
owin poal amd tennds-court and o do
sl with the old paline houses.”

But balanee s imporant We will
neyver do more than aboo 20 contages, as
e whiole beauwy of this place, a waditonal
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s ol the

fpornng and agnculnml s,
pravate e unepoil’ The f
estate are. also avalable o w15

".'u.lj},-\.
anel prenics nthe wonds, fishing for moo
amel carp, o s 4 business venire e s bt
i akn Aves ot puagle wn investinens in
a _'}|-.:l.r‘ ared 2 el comunigo thar a lovge
tithenn i

Liommmrysiche stewardship plays o by par o
what we do, and rthese seveer ORIy

of ety a@ week or s cannot do,

bl vz keep the vl balanee for Inelling,”
; I ;
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THE COUNTESS SONDES AT
LEES COURT, KENT
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Nowhar she elescrilus

AN o

initEatve”, 1 wiclun

i
ess hs combineed 1

ish estiane with the ol
of Fifth Avenue: The Countess Sances
reimvienrating the 7 fhevrar=ald Lees O
eatate she inheritee o her e b
the 31 Earl Soncles, widl

A0 ere F

el

b TS _I'II|!-
griemmie ol diveralicnion. Thive Gierie-
lared prejects lave harbessed the aedvines
ol ol cormy b Uwe pesearch ol feacl-
i igronemists. and the markeine skills of
4 New York company whose oliens ine
clude Chestian Dior and Yves St Lenirens
T e PR has a somewlsg corporane 1
tis belies the. essendal spirin ol the vep-
tre, which i to preserve the ntearioe aned
vitlues of o maclitionn| Fnglish esee,

The first involves o eehnigue ko o
el CO, userl 16 Pxime s
wheatgerm ol lrom wheat aronyy on 1l

AEES

LT S8l

Wheatgerm jambores: the Countess
Sondes with her range of products

e Fum, Uisine das loserios, chermical-
free ol a1 baproduct of tie wheat. wul thue
“eleteel value”, rin eompromising the cetane’s
arable ouput, the Couness s -::,1_'\'<:1n|'n'x'i
aomange of bady Bodv wid home praduc
cilled "Secds the Ulounness Sondes’, Curren-
Iv hisiner Bmehed 0 Amenen,

Flaat she has managed (o o @ineer this
anlikely union hetveen an Enslish G-
based Business wid e sophisticated world
o Amercan
Lady Sondess o, wusu porspEctive.
Brontgle up on Long Bluel, with na expe-
rience of the lile of u Bridsh Iandowner, she
develaped o pussion et 1T Al
and roral dsues when she came 6 e o
Lees Covrt iy 1986 This, and e JLISE -
Al commitient womake o endurine ke
e ooy hoshand's memory’, have fac tser]

L

el savs el alie

uned Spart w

Aol

touncderping e
i urld elvitnnmen:,
Another mtiatve  heing dleveluped
Springdade Crop Synergies Lud il
explore the potental of Lrowing. o
spectadist nen-foor] crops
This ensforms witl euree SOVEITITIC
incentives for favmine. Bot it s sqll reln

tively uncharred teriiom, Loy Sones

CRLTE S Ay

[.1'|'\ f. SCRTET,

e 4 sustin the evele of

stresses \he need, i the recent climate of
rural crisis: 10 seize ew opportinities. and
sl acknowledges e risks, But in collio.
vating with Springdale, she has chosen 2
lead player in she en-ordinaton of re-
search, indusny and agdculiare, and has
M '-'-\:';.-{:Il.l:“.[ .‘:ll'l'li'.'il" Lo on '||"I'i' L Py |
Alrthough  Lidv - Shnces
shoot, she & commined 1o preserving ‘the
soull e the ez’ |J\_\.' kl;‘l'l'_:-ilj_ﬁ' the shoo
urlill';.[. nar o ok ey, luit tar rotec
the estare’s bivdiversing and madieain the
imwhement of the lnca commumine. She
15 ivolved o join: research project witl
the Game Clonservanoy Trse o Taehlisln
the conservation. henelits of  she
When the Government atbicks shoati;
s Loam cevtain it willl we will have s
ifie evidence o support the Gt tiar ther
are already more sonebires, bameflies il
humblshers ar Lees Coun” In her desion-
e snglsses and knatted mink eardis
Lady Sondes seems an unlikek, spnkesgey -
st forthe Crne Comserancy Truse, b
it i her particular
npressive knowlcdae ol 4 compies @b
et that may be the kevom aler
widder archetice o lier Mssage,

Far LT

does  no

svle, couplid with an
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House parey: Nichelas Deterding (fu
doormay] and (anticlockivizss) his wife
Emma, children Isabella and Thomas,
with the Fumily parror, Bubba, in one of
their serviced cottages to let on the
Relling ITall estate

AR Arany

SIR FERRERS VYVYAN, BT
AT TRELOWARREN

BELCAWARREN i Comwall is a
reminrkatble stony. Al ancient estane,
af abowe OO0 acrves, inthe s

family since the 15th centary, 3 bas em-
Braced the newsd wochonge brought ahour
by the erisiz in Fuming ar the heginming of

the 205t Sir Ferrers Vv, who ook over
its complewe running in 1997, saver We pxe
pencneed 4 nemess o oaditonal agricul-
e and bave conw wp with o solugon: dha
vt s oan income s helps mainzin the
uchiwes anel the land ™ Sip e
buchback, cven staleniy Guure, wal his
ik Deard ol cage manner. aned has tiken
auite an intetlecoeal approach o dwe bew
cfa of Trelowarren, with @ postradua
dhiplona i landseape consetvarion. He s
cernrmE et i crmvironnental msges YWe wall

Ve AP G

ety sog adenliarsd esane, we have con-
[ T | |-:ll'l'l'.i.l'|'_=| Lo elidtoelile aned 4_-"|';|_f_ij'__u' iy
Best: But our new Dusiness oo 38 dme-
shire properies aclapeed lom esiate cot-
tires aned rechmelant By s, 1 ko
[rogsle critige ot e word dmeshare, bin
thart s sesnle ol unprineipled sales podieics
m Methermnean sesoms;

L A oy

TR

adk

A Trelowarren they give people 3
chiutce w0 firvest 8 COunmyY T, 26T i
i b ol unspotlt counay, We have no ‘sales
poliey” as such. and word has spread rapid.
b b oswenreed of moth, 1 ke o think as o
result of the atl-over gqualin
our jaracuct, We lave o lor of Cormnizly ex-
pats keeping aooc inthe county, or people
who feel asecond home vnosed for maech
ol the vear canonor be justficed. Oore mode

;!'I.':.‘ Been thar of |*'.|||j|'|'| |:Ir1|':'j¢_'|]-':'.|:||,i|.]| -:;.|1

Frimeo Abidses, We lave refurbished all the
current omeshare huildines g high s
clarel: bopoefmliv, the nese phase will replace
e ol earnvan ek witde aosoeall mumber
o dnwesslare propecies. These will b
Beateed by Distder e barmers, using
ok drenm annt oven sweoodbanel, We uened
to take Lack some 300 aeres which have
been mamaged by Foreary Investment
Mamzement Lid, which we lope woman ws

v st ez of

a coppee woncdland, which alse allows
arealer il .:-;|"i|'.1| chiv I:"j}]l}_l

Sie Feryers, e Gdier, of fve Ssond,
observes: “The grent jov of tis projeet las
heen thay ug che dmeshares all @l 0 in
S oavears, the nest ogeneration can make
1 clecizions then, b in e mean-
e e will Do vestoree all the Dl
muel developed an cxeellent business,! He
Ris alsn corsverieel the old eseane vard o in-
clude 2 najor sallery ol the Commwall Cralis
Assoctation and u restaum which arace-
ed o French chel owo vears age, Swhom
CVUTVIEY nlks abwar’, Sir Ferrers
Thre next project B o restore the walled
archeny o provide orsuie vegembles foe the
restacant, dun mooom will ereare more
jobit The ansedng thing is we now employ

their o

aclels:

five times the pwmlber of peephe on the
e b e did 1) ey g,
{rencre Brelatisiyn, congy (320 S peay

Lilan

Trelowarren t:'.n'llll-ﬁlluring: Air Ferrers and Lady Vyvvan with theee of their Ave sons
(fream: fefdl. Imign, Rowan and Gabriel, at their home in Cornwenll




