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WELCOME FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the Summer 2017 Newsletter. This time of year has 
traditionally been difficult to extract news or articles as many of us are 
busy preparing for a summer of fieldwork projects, etc. However, the 
membership has bucked this trend. I’m pleased to say that this edition 
contains a variety of historical and archaeological articles, exciting 
fieldwork project updates, an interview with our Hon Gen Secretary and, 
the first of a new regular feature, a short article showcasing an existing 
project from the academic sector.  

I think it’s important the Society looks beyond its borders and is aware 
of the range and types of historical and archaeological projects being 
carried out in other parts of the country by academic institutions. I 
continue to encourage as many members as possible to think about 
writing articles and help inform the wider historical and archaeological 
community of what is taking place in our heritage-rich and diverse 
county.   

If you haven’t already done so, please search Facebook for the “Kent 
Archaeological Society” and like the page. 

Thank you again to our readership for their continued support and 
providing such interesting and inspiring articles for publication. Please 
continue to forward your articles or notices to newsletter@
kentarchaeology.org.uk

Enjoy this issue of the Newsletter and look out for the Christmas issue 
with updates on new and existing projects throughout Kent.

Best wishes

Richard Taylor

PRESIDENTS 
COLUMN
Welcome to my first President’s Column.  
The Society’s AGM was held at the 
University of Kent on 20th May 2017, and 
unfortunately, the Kent History Federation 
held their AGM on the same day in 
Sandwich. As members could only attend 
one event, this resulted in just 51 members 
in attendance.  Nevertheless, I great deal 
of business was carried out.

My introductory remarks included a 
description of the 13 sites visited 
throughout the year. I talked about the 
investigations at the Iron Age site at East 
Wear Bay (Folkestone), the medieval sites 
at Newnham near Faversham and Scadbury 
in the London Borough of Bromley, the 
recently discovered Roman Villa at 
Bishopsbourne near Canterbury, on the 
Lees Court Estate and St Peter’s Church, 
Sandwich. 

After agreeing last year’s minutes and an 
explanatory item on the Ian Coulson 
Bursary, the AGM moved to the important 
issue facing the society this year; the 
Society’s incorporation. An update on this 
issue is discussed in an interview with our 
Hon General Secretary, Clive Drew on pages 
24 and 25 of this issue. 

All officers were re-elected unopposed. 
Elizabeth Edwards, Jonathan Fryer and Pat 
Reid resigned from Council, and Paula 
Jardine-Rose decided not to seek re-
election. There were three members 
standing for Council, and all three were 
duly elected. They are Peter Burton, Peter 
Titley and Steve Willis.

In February this year, Nesta Caiger, a 
long-standing member passed away. Both 
Nesta and her husband John (who passed 
away many years ago) undertook much 
archaeological work, and an obituary will 
appear in the next issue of Archaeologia 
Cantiana.

Once the formal business was concluded 
Steve Willis gave an update on the Lees 
Court project and Andy Bates on the latest 
interpretations of the Iron Age Forts at 
Bigbury near Canterbury and Oldbury near 
Ightham. At the close of the meeting, Steve 
Willis was thanked for organising the event 
at Eliot College.

Gerald Cramp, President
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Following the closure of 
Bromley Museum at the 
Priory in Orpington, 
some of the former 

exhibits may now be viewed in a 
display at the Bromley Central 
Library as part of the Bromley 
Historic Collections. This new 
permanent exhibition opened in 
2016 and includes one of the 
earliest Palaeolithic finds from 
Kent.  

On 25th Oct 1862 John 
Lubbock, later the first Lord 
Avebury added a note to a letter to 
Charles Darwin stating “Herbert 
Norman has found a celt of the 
“drift” type at Cudham. It is a 
surface specimen” (Burkhardt et 
al., 1997, 484.).  John Lubbock 
(see fig 1) and Charles Darwin 
were friends and close neighbours 

at Down in the Bromley area and 
Herbert Norman was also a friend 
and a landowner who lived near 
Down and who had an interest in 
antiquities being a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries. Just three 
years before, Charles Darwin had 
published the first edition of On 
the Origin of Species introducing 
his theory of evolution and natural 
selection and in the same year John 
Evans and Joseph Prestwich had 
travelled to Abbeville to visit 
Jacques Boucher de Perthes and 
verified that he was indeed finding 
man-made flint implements in situ 
together with the fossil remains of 
extinct species in the Pleistocene 
drift deposits of the Somme Valley 
(Darwin 1859; Evans, 1860, 280; 
Prestwich 1860, 50.)

These events mark the beginning 

ABOVE  Fig 2 - The mammoth tusk found at Green Street Green in 1862

ABOVE  Fig 3 - The Cudham handaxe (second from right) as now displayed in 
the permanent display at Bromley Central Library

ABOVE Fig 4 - The 
seven editions of 
Lubbock’s 
Prehistoric Times 
and the two editions 
of Evans Ancient 
Stone Implements 
of Great Britain

ABOVE Fig 1 - “The 
Bank Holiday”  John 
Lubbock as 
caricatured in Vanity 
Fair in 1878

RIGHT Tomb of Sir 
Percival Harte II

BELOW  Fig 5 - The 
Cudham handaxe 
as formerly 
displayed in 
Bromley Museum

of more informed studies of the 
antiquity of man but, for the first 
few years, each find of flint 
implements from what was then 
called the drift period was 
considered significant and so 
Charles Darwin was sufficiently 
interested in the 1862 Cudham 
find to pass the news on to his 
eldest son William who was a 
Banker in Southampton.  In his 
next letter to William on the 30th 
October 1862, he wrote “Herbert 
Norman found the other day a 
perfect celt near Cudham and a 
grand Mammoth’s tusk has just 
been found at Green Street Green” 
(Burkhardt et al, 1997, 491) (see 
figs 2 & 3).

No separate report was ever 
written about the Cudham find 
but John Lubbock mentioned it in 

all seven editions of his most 
significant book Prehistoric Times 
that were published from 1865 to 
1913 (see fig 4).  In this book he 
introduced the term Palaeolithic 
replacing the use of Drift Period as 
the name for this era in human 
history.   He defined the 
Palaeolithic as the epoch when man 
shared the possession of Europe 
with the Mammoth, the Cave bear, 
the Woolly-haired rhinoceros and 
other extinct animals (Lubbock 
1865, 2 & 274.)   The Cudham 
find was also noted in both editions 
of John Evans seminal work on 
flint implements, The Ancient 
Stone Implements of Great Britain.  
John Evans said that two 
implements had been 
found near Green Street 
Green on the surface of 
what is now a dry part of 
the valley two miles 
above its present source 
(Evans 1872, 531, 
1897, 604) He wrote 
that both were of 
ovate form and each 
is about 5 ½ inches 
in length. The 
second implement 
has not been traced.

In 1891, Joseph 
Prestwich, by then 
a Kent resident 
living in 
Shoreham, wrote 
about the 1890 palaeolithic finds 
of de Barri Crawshay, a Sevenoaks 
resident,  in a gravel spread in a 
field adjoining Snag Lane near the 
north eastern boundary of Cudham 

Parish.  In this account, 
he also noted that two 
Palaeolithic specimens 
had previously been 
found near this spot by 
Mr Norman.  This is the 
most precise location 
information that is 
available (Prestwich 
1891, 145; Beresford 
forthcoming.)  He also 

noted that these implements, 
together with the Mammalian 
remains from the pit at Green 
Street Green were in the collection 
of Sir John Lubbock at High Elms.  
The Snag Lane gravel spread is at 
94m OD and is about half a mile 
from the former Green Street 
Green gravel pits which are at 72m 
OD and are currently mapped as 
part of the Taplow Gravel 
formation by the British Geological 
Survey.

When Sir John Lubbock, by 
then Lord Avebury, died in 1913, 
some of his collection went to the 
British Museum and a small 
selection is also at Maidstone 
Museum.  However much 
important material including this 

artefact passed in 1947 to the 
Orpington Historical 
Society as a gift from the 
third Lord Avebury and is 
now curated by the 

Bromley Historical 
Collections.

The Cudham Handaxe 
can be described as an ovate 
handaxe with a white patina 

of length 129mm, width 
81mm, thickness 39mm and 
weight 398gms (see fig 5).  It 
has some edge damage.  Written 

on it is the fading inscription 
“found by H.G.Norman/  Grn. 
Street  Grn./ Oct. 62.”   As a 
surface find with no clear context 
the Cudham find can only make a 
limited contribution to current 
palaeolithic studies.  Its significance 
is historical and relates to the 
interest it provoked among some of 

the leaders of thinking about the 
antiquity of man at the time of its 
discovery when the rate of such 
palaeolithic finds had yet to reach 
the high level it would achieve 
over the next fifty years 
particularly in North West Kent.  
It can now be seen in the new 
display area adjoining the Bromley 
Central Library among a small 
collection of other lithics from the 
area.
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EARLY PALAEOLITHIC 
FIND FROM CUDHAM 
IN KENT 
By Frank Beresford
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ABOVE Fig 1 - 1760 
Andrews, Dury & 
Herbert two inches 
to one mile map

RIGHT Fig 3 - 
Hollicondane Tavern

ABOVE Fig 2 - 
Hollicondane O.S. 
1872 6 inch to one 
mile map

Since helping, briefly, 
Thanet Trust for 
Archaeology excavate 
Upton House in 2006, I 

have been investigating the 
Hamlet of Upton in St Peters 
Thanet and the Goodson family 
that farmed there for many 
generations. I was told of a 19th 
Century Goodson at Hollicondane 
outside Ramsgate, by a fellow 
member of the Isle of Thanet 
Archaeological Society (IOTAS), 
Jenny Price. The spelling of 
Hollicondane was different to 
others I had previously noted. I 
have now listed no fewer than 
twenty different spellings of a 
feature that only appears on maps 
over a period of some 250 years – 
surely unique even allowing for 
the noted variability of clerical 
spellings in the past. There are 
three different spellings on one 
document alone. In alphabetical 
order these various spellings are 
noted as follows:

 » Halicandane: Indenture/lease 
of 1796 Harvey & Townley to 
Wm Goodson. 1865 Abstract of 
Title 

one-mile map which seems to 
have been the source for other 
later maps)  

Hollicondane: Three buildings on 
the north side of what became 
College Road to the west of what 
became the Holly Road junction 
on Map 1. From 1872, 6” 
Ordnance Survey maps are 
available, and a pub known as the 
Hollicondane Tavern is shown on 
the first one on the corner of Holly 
Road (originally a path) and two 
other buildings on the south side. 
There also appears to be a farm 
with a well on the north side of the 
road. By the 1896 6” map, South 
Eastern College is shown on the 
south side of the road as it is on the 
1905 map, but by then it has 
spread to the north side of the road. 
Records at Kent Archives indicate 
that land of the farm was being sold 
off at intervals from c.1865, 
William Goodson the farmer dying 
in 1876 leaving £100, plus land to 
seven brothers and sisters. 

Thanks to Andrew Brown of St 
Lawrence College, a list of early 
land purchases by the then South 
Eastern College is held; mostly 
from the Goodson family of 
Hollicondane Farm (87 acres in 4 
lots Map 4) and George Maxted (a 
College Friend, died 1897}of 
Newlands Grange to the north 
(115 acres in one lot).

 » Hallicandane: Will of Wm 
Goodson 1821 & document of 
1796 & Hasted index.

 » Halicondane: Will of Edward 
Troward Goodson 1879.

 » Hallowcan Dane: on 1779 
Map also Hasted under St 
Laurence 1778.

 » Hallycondane: 1819 Abstract 
of Title R-U774 T85C Maidstone.

 » Hallowgen Den & Howling 
Lane: 1760 Andrews, Dury & 
Herbert map.

 » Holicondane: Indenture of 
1867 Goodson to Farley & 1870 
Farley to Crothall.

 » Hollicandane: William 
Goodson’s gravestone.

 » Hollicondane:  1851 census on; 
present road name.

 » Hollow an Dane: 1799 map.
 » Hollowcombe Dane: First 

Series O.S. map 1805 - 1869
 » Hollowcombe Down: 1st O.S. 

map c.1900 surveyed from1791.
 » Hollowcombe Lane: 1837 

Moules map & 1848 Tithe
 » Hollowgen Den: Noted years 

ago (source not noted).
 » Hollycandane: the will of Wm 

Goodson 1874.
 » Hollycombe Down: 1847 + 

1867 tithe list.
 » Hollycondane: 1841 Census
 » Hollycondene: 1818 

document at Maidstone Archives 
R-U774/T98

 » Holycondane: 1817 Abstract 
of Title R-U774 T85C.

 » Howling Lane: 1751 German 
map via History on Line, 1760 
map & Hasted 1778

In chronological order 
they are:

 » 1751 Howling Lane 
 » 1760 Howling Lane & 

Hallowgen Den, 1769 Hallowgen 
Den

 » ? Hollowgen Den: Noted many 
years ago.

 » 1778 Hallowcan Dane
 » 1796 Hallicandane
 » 1799 Hollow an Dane 
 » 1805 Hollowcombe Dane
 » 1817 Holycondane
 » 1818 Hollycondene
 » 1819 Hallycondane
 » 1837 Hollowcombe Lane
 » 1841 Hollycondane
 » 1847 Hollycombe Down
 » 1865 Halicandane
 » 1867 Holicondane
 » 1874 Hollycandane
 » 1876 Hollicandane
 » 1879 Halicondane
 » 1900 Hollowcombe Down
 » From c.1900 Hollicondane

By the early 20th Century, the 
spelling appears standardised at 
Hollicondane but disappears from 
O.S. maps in the second half of 
that century.  It was last shown on 
1959 one inch to 1 mile O.S. 7th 
series map. The earliest mention as 
a place 1751 last circa 1959 it not 
being shown on O.S. 2½ inch to 
one-mile maps.

What did the name label indicate? 
A farm and/or a hamlet? 

(See Fig 1: The 1760 Andrews, 
Dury & Herbert two inches to 

(See Fig 2: HOLLICONDANE 
O.S. 1872 6” to one mile Crown 
Copyright reproduced by 
permission of National Library of 
Scotland. Unfortunately, the E of 
St Lawrence parish partially 
overlays the evidence)

The Hollicondane Tavern (possibly 
formerly a cottage) was in existence 
from at least 1867 (spirit license 
applied for), rebuilt during the late 
19th century but closed at the end 
of the 1990s and was demolished 
2009; the site now added to St 
Lawrence College. The original 
tavern possibly supplied the 
workers from the nearby lime 
works, brickfield, farm, and 
Ramsgate Cemetery all shown 
on Fig 2.

(See Fig 3: Photograph of 
Hollicondane Tavern 1990 by 
kind permission of Michael 
Mirams from Old Ramsgate 
Pubs)

(See Fig 4: Photograph of pub 
sign by Brian Curtis courtesy of 
the Inn Sign Society)

Etymology: Hollow and Combe 
both indicate a valley but the farm 
buildings and possible hamlet 
were both above the 100-foot 
contour line (although in a dip), 
but the fields of the farm were in a 
valley. The earliest spellings of 
Howling and Hallow would 
suggest otherwise, and the Holly 
of the Road (built early 20th 
century) a continuation of 
Hollicondane Road possibly 

OVERLAP Fig 4 
- Hollicondane 
Tavern pub sign
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HOLLICONDANE 
WHAT WAS IT AND 
WHY SO MANY 
SPELLINGS? By Gordon Taylor



CHARING & DISTRICT LHS 

Contact: Keith Oram
Grant applied for: £1245.74
Project: Transfer archive from hard copy to 
digital media and create a professional 
database of all material.
Grant received: £150

Charing & District Local History Society 
(CDLHS) were recently awarded a Grant of 
£150 from the Allen Grove Local History 
Fund, which we will be using as part of 
our project transfer our large Archive of 
Photographs & Documents from hard copy 
format to digital storage media.

This storage media will help: preserve them 
to ensure they are available for research 
in the future make them available in 
the longer-term to a wider audience, by 
uploading the images on to the CDLHS 
website

The project is led by Gillian Winzar, daughter 
of Pat, who was a prolific researcher of 
Charing History, and the initial focus is on 
the Photographic Archive. This archive was 
started in 1986, with the objectives of 

recording changes in Charing’s locality, as 
they happen, to create an on-going record 
 collecting photographs pre 1986 that 
have recorded events, people & changes in 
Charing and the surrounding area

We now possess approx. 4,000 images, with 
material dating from the late 19th century 
to the present day.

These printed photographs are currently 
kept in albums, which are fully catalogued 
& indexed, & there are clear benefits to 
transferring these images & the index 
onto a searchable database. We have 12 
subject categories, e.g., Buildings, Church, 
Education, Local Events, Transport, Work, etc
We have purchased a dedicated laptop & 
software to store the archives on, & will 
be using Smarden History Society’s image 
scanning equipment, & for this ‘digitisation 
process’. Our Grant from the Allen Grove 
Local History Fund will cover the hire of 
the camera room to use their equipment - 
which we estimate will take 40 hours.
CDLHS’s extensive Document  Archive is 
currently being catalogued & indexed so 
that researchers can gain access to a hard 
copy file, by searching the index - either by 

‘keywords’ or a specific enquiry topic. Both 
of these will subsequently help identify the 
catalogue number & relevant file.
We have 37 Keywords & examples of 
these are: Archaeology, Buildings, Clerics, 
First World War, Folklore, Heraldry, Local 
Residents, Monuments, Parish Records, 
Roads, Second World War, Surveys, 
Transport, Wills, etc 

Scanning this archive is a significantly 
bigger task - we estimate it will take 200 
hours to scan it thoroughly, so it is a long-
term activity, & will only be started after the 
transfer of the Photographic Archive has 
been completed.

In summary, CDLHS are at the onset of a 
big project to move our archives onto digital 
storage media, using database software 
which will allow better co-ordination of this 
data across the Society - & eventually to 
make the archives more readily available for 
the internet & public use.

By Keith Oram, Chair - CDLHS 

confuses the issue further.
A list of the licensees of the 

Hollicondane Tavern can be seen 
online at:
http://www.dover-kent.com/Pubs/
Hollicondane-Ramsgate.html  
from 1882 to 1955. Plus, James 
Butcher in 1874.
http://www.shelwin.com/e/
Thanet_Research/pt_farms.pdf 
lists Farms and Farmers in Thanet 
in the 19th century and lists 
persons from 1847 to 1890 at 
Hollicondane Farm (with different 
spellings) including William 
Goodson, the 1890 date 
indicating that some land was still 
left after his death

Literary & Online Sources. Mr 
W. H. Hills kindly furnishes 
particulars of the discovery at 
Hollicondane, midway between 
that hamlet and Dumpton, 
south-east [sic] from Ramsgate…. 
Arch Cant vol. 22 1897 p.3.
“17th March 1884 1st stone laid 
of South Eastern College.” And: A 
James Woolcot is in residence at 
Hollicondane in 1885 listed under 
Sir Moses Montefiore Ward.   
Both: Fragments of History of 
Ramsgate by C.T. Richardson 
1885.

A gravestone in St Lawrence 
churchyard of William Goodson 
(noted on 1840 tithe list as a 
farmer) was baptised at St Lawrence 
9th February 1800, the first son of 
William baptised 1768 at St Peter’s 
and was traced as part of the Upton 
investigation, and stated: “LATE 
OF HOLLICANDANE” [sic]. 
Sales documents held by my son 
and those at Maidstone Archives 
indicate that the southern 
boundary was Boundary Road* the 
northern the lands of Newlands 
Farm, the western boundary the 
Margate Road in part and the 
eastern boundary towards Hereson 
Road all list ‘part of Holicondane 
[sic] Estate or Farm. *Dagmar 
Terrace, Dagmar Road (became St 
Lukes Avenue early 20th century), 
Denmark, Flora, Montague and 
Alexandra Roads mentioned in sale 
documents from Hollicondane 
Farm.

A small building in yellow brick 
(all other buildings are in red brick) 
possibly from the farm as it was on 
the north side of College Road, 
described as “the potato store” by a 

long-term College employee and 
has blocked vents in front and 
high-level vents in the gables. The 
Junior School was built over the 
Farm, and its well north of College 
Road and its associated buildings 
to the south of College Road see 
Fig 2 above.          

(See Fig 5: Plan of Hollicondane 
Farm and fields belonging to it 
in pink - courtesy of Kent 
History & Library Centre, 
Maidstone. With thanks for 
their help, showing orchard; the 
fields crossing the valley up to 
Boundary Road. The single field 
at the top became part of 
Hollicondane School. The fields 
not sold to the college (see Map 
4 below) are all now houses)

(See Fig 6: With thanks to 
Andrew Brown showing plots 
sold to the College; pink from 
Hollicondane Farm, green from 
Newlands Grange, just off the 
map at top)   

ABOVE Fig 5 - Plan 
if Hollicondane 
Farm

BELOW Fig 6 - 
Hollicondane Farm 
and College

2017’S GRANTS WERE AWARDED TO:
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ALLEN GROVE LOCAL 
HISTORY FUND:   
SUCCESSFUL GRANT 
APPLICATIONS 2017
This year’s successful applicants demonstrate 
the range and diversity of local history 
projects in Kent.  The Allen Grove Local 
History Fund received a total of £3790.74 
in applications, of which £1985.00 was 
approved. The following provides a 
breakdown of the successful grant 
applications for 2017:



FRIENDS OF ST LEONARD’S 
CHURCH, DEAL

Contact: Alan Buckman
Grant applied for: £1000
Project: Research into collection of 
hatchments and painted boards to create a 
permanent display.
Grant received: £490

The Friends of St Leonard’s Church (FOSL) 
in Upper Deal are seeking to create a 
permanent display within the church, 
provide a ‘self-guided tour’ and also 
information leaflets so that all visitors to the 
church can discover the history contained 
within the building. The grant awarded by 
the Allen Grove Fund will help with the 
cost of producing these. News of the grant 
arrived before our Spring Celebration and 
Fayre on 20th May, and we were able to 
purchase a set of display boards. The 
church was open for guided tours for the 
event. 

Parts of St Leonard’s church possibly date 
to as early as 1080, certainly no later than 
the mid 12th century. There is also some 
evidence that there was a place of worship 
on the same site during Saxon times. The 
existing building shows how as Deal grew 
in size and importance, so did the church 
itself. 
 
The interior is most unusual in that it does 
not pay homage to any one period of its 
existence, but instead, each successive 

HERNE & BROOMFIELD LOCAL 
HISTORY GROUP

Contact: Sylvia McKean
Grant applied for: £450
Project: Printing & publicity for 
documentary and oral research on the 66 
names on Herne’s WW1 War Memorial.
Grant received: £250

Herne’s Heroes – Remembering the Fallen 
on Herne’s War Memorial 1914-1918
The site of Herne’s War Memorial was 
chosen, according to the local press of the 
time, because “it immediately faces the 
market square of Herne and is in full view 
of those who pass along the main road 
to Canterbury or Herne Bay.”  Today motor 
transport has replaced the more leisurely 

pace of past times when pedestrians 
and the occasional horse bus was the 
norm.  The market square is now a busy 
thoroughfare which means that in the 21st 
century hundreds of people pass by the 
memorial including pedestrians who walk 
past on their way to church, the village shop 
or the nearby bus-stop. 

The 66 names on the memorial are still 
clearly visible, but they are just that, just 
names; no rank, regiment or personal 
details. We are very proud to have a Victoria 
Cross recipient amongst them. Every 
November 11th these names are read out, 
and poppies and wreaths are laid – some 
by a few descendants still living in Herne. 
However many of the names and their family 

generation has been careful to preserve 
as much as possible of what has gone 
before when altering the building to suit the 
needs of the time. This means that Deal’s 
importance as a Naval base and the story 
of how the town’s prosperity grew from the 
sea is still clearly visible within the church, 
particularly in its significant collection of 16 
Hatchments. 

GRAVESEND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Contact: Lynda Smith
Grant applied for: £400
Project: Towards illustrations and 
laminated cover for a book “Fun & 
Frivolity, 19th century amusements i
n Gravesend”.
Grant received: £400

SITTINGBOURNE HERITAGE MUSEUM

Contact: Clifford Cork
Grant applied for: £195
Project: Conserve a photographic 
collection in an album to be retained in 
the Museum
Grant received: £195

Stelling Minnis & Upper Hardres 
History Group

Contact: Ros Shefford
Grant applied for: £500
Project: To produce Stelling Minnis 
Memories II – booklet of local research.
Grant received: £500

origins have long since been forgotten.
A large number of names reflects the size of 
the large rambling parish; very rural to the 
west and south with boundaries reaching 
Whitstable and almost Canterbury; and 
to the east, the parishes of Chislet and 
Reculver. However, to the north the picture is 
very different; Herne parish boundary then 
included more developed parts of eastern 
Herne Bay where wealthier people owned 
second homes. They sent their sons to local 

private schools, and who are remembered 
on Herne’s Memorial.

I have, for the past ten years under the 
auspices of Herne and Broomfield Local 
History Group, with help from Group 
members, been researching family stories 
and history and finding pictures of these 
Herne men who left their homes and 
workplaces to fight for King and Country 
and who never returned. I have also 
endeavoured to place them in the theatre of 
war in which they died. It has been a long 
and fascinating journey resulting in the soon 
to be published book, Herne’s Hero’s.

When Lord Harris of Belmont House 
Faversham unveiled the memorial in June 

Members of FOSL are actively researching 
the history of the building and in particular 
carrying out original research into the 
Hatchment collection.  The results of this 
study will also be made available through 
our displays and leaflets, so increasing 
public awareness of the story of Deal as 
seen through the 900+ years of history 
contained in St Leonard’s church.

The pictures show part of the interior 
of the church and a display of some of 
the research done to date. We invite the 
Churches Committee to include a visit to 
this Church within their programme, and we 
can spend hours discussing the features, 

within the Church and the churchyard. 
The church is also open on Thursdays for 
visitors. Further information about the 
Church is at 
www.stleonardsdeal.co.uk

By Steve Goodsell, Chair, Friends Of St 
Leonard’s Church Deal (FOSL)

1920 in his speech he said; “It remains 
for us now to do all we can to show 
our gratitude, and we now place some 
substantial memorial, something that will 
last long after we have gone, that will show 
what we thought of them in this day, how 
we honoured them, how we reverenced their 
memory and revered their courage.”

Herne & Broomfield Local History Group are 
very grateful for a grant from The Allen Grove 
Local History Fund which will go towards the 
production costs of Herne’s Heroes. They 
are our Hero’s who have proved to be a truly 
diverse and unique group of men. We hope 
our book will honour their memory and will 
be, in the words of Lord Harris, “something 
that will last long after we have gone, that 
will show what we thought of them in this 
day.”

By Sylvia McKean, Secretary Herne & 
Broomfield Local History Group

RI
GH

T 
He

rn
e 

ch
ur

ch

AB
OV

E 
 D

ea
l c

hu
rc

h 
in

te
rio

r

LE
FT

  H
at

ch
m

en
t c

ol
le

ct
io

n
LE

FT
  H

at
ch

m
en

t c
ol

le
ct

io
n

 10    Summer 2017    Kent Archaeological Society    www.kentarchaeology.org.uk    Summer 2017    Kent Archaeological Society    www.kentarchaeology.org.uk    11



ABOVE A wooden 
poppet discovered 
on a roof beam in a 
Tudor cottage in 
Burwash, Sussex. 
Photograph by O. 
Davies 

What do an old 
shoe, a wooden 
poppet, a lead 
flask, and a 

desiccated cat have in common? 
They’re all objects that have 
been discovered in unusual 
locations within buildings. In 
fact, a vast variety of items have 
been found, from pantaloons to 
chickens, often (but not 
exclusively) dating to the 18th 
and 19th centuries, under 
floorboards, thresholds, and 
hearthstones; within walls; up 
chimney breasts; above ceilings 
and roof beams; and in 
thatching. People usually find 
them today when they’re 
renovating their homes, and the 
objects are in such odd places 
that most of them can’t have 
ended up there accidentally. 
They must have been 
deliberately secreted away by 
past occupants or builders 

many years ago.
But why? Practically nothing 

was written at the time about 
this custom, so we have no 
sources explaining why such 
objects were concealed and what 
their concealers were hoping to 
achieve. This hasn’t stopped 
finders and scholars alike from 
tossing around numerous 
theories, the most popular being 
that these items were secreted 
away in the post-medieval home 
to protect both house and 
occupants from malevolent 
forces. According to this theory, 
these hidden objects were 
apotropaic (evil-averting) 
devices. 

The question remains though: 
why would an old shoe, a 
wooden poppet, a lead flask, and 
a desiccated cat be considered 
effective supernatural safeguards? 
Concealed deposits range from 
the mundane to the distasteful, 

but they certainly don’t seem 
inherently magical. And yet 
people went to the trouble of 
bricking them up in walls, 
secreting them up chimney 
breasts, or laying them beneath 
hearthstones. They must have 
invested them with some 
significance; with some power. 
But why? And how can we 
distinguish accidental, non-
ritual, or even sentimental 
concealments (e.g. time 
capsules) from apotropaic 
deposition?

Without the depositors to 
question, we’re left with only 
educated guesses, and 
scholarship on the subject 
appears to have reached 
something of a theoretical 
cul-de-sac, with the same 
theories being recycled again 
and again.

This is why Ceri Houlbrook, 
an ethnographic historian at 

the University of Hertfordshire, 
has shifted her attention away 
from the enigmatic concealers of 
these objects and is focusing 
instead on the contemporary 
finders. These hidden objects 
don’t lose their significance at 
the moment of discovery. Their 
biographies continue, whether 
they’re discarded, re-concealed, 
displayed in the home, or 
donated to a museum. Engaging 
with the finders and custodians 
of these mysterious objects, Ceri 
hopes to explore the ‘afterlives’ 
of these old shoes, horse skulls, 
wooden poppets, and desiccated 
cats. 

Working with Professor 
Owen Davies on the Concealed 
Revealed Project, Ceri has been 
pinning finds onto a map on 
Historypin, freely available to 
view here: www.historypin.org/
en/person/66740. She is also 
asking that anyone who has 
found a hidden object, or knows 
a story about one, to please 
contact her on c.houlbrook@
herts.ac.uk; she would be very 
happy to hear from you. 

More information can be 
found on the project website: 
theconcealedrevealed.wordpress.
com. 

THE CONCEALED REVEALED PROJECT: 
From old shoes to desiccated cats
By Dr Ceri Houlbrook
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RIGHT An 18th or 19th-century child’s 
shoe found in the chimney breast of a 
house in Ilkley, Yorkshire. Photograph by 
C. Houlbrooke

RIGHT A possible 14th-century lead flask 
found buried in the floor of medieval 
Randall Manor. Photograph by the 
Heritage Conservation Group, Kent 
County Council



ABOVE Cherry Tree 
Barn & Pett’s Farm 
Oast

RIGHT The 
Toastmasters, 
Church Street, 
Burham

The Society has 
acquired an 
important collection 
of approximately 

eight hundred and fifty pictures 
of Eccles, Burham and 
Aylesford that has been donated 
by Mr Ray Sturgeon of Eccles. 
The pictures are of the three 
locations over the past century 
and a half and deal with a 
wealth of subjects of village life 
from long lost shops and other 
buildings, school photographs 
and local persons and 
characters. The collection is 
beautifully stored in albums 
and each picture is annotated 
with a detailed description of 
the subject. 

I work as a volunteer in the 
Society Library in Maidstone 
and on a Thursday a few weeks 
ago I was working there when 
Mr Sturgeon came in and said 
that he was passing and that he 
had needed some advice. He 
said that he had a large 
collection of pictures and that 
he did not know what to do 

with them. He was 
concerned that they 
would be lost in the 
future and therefore 
could I suggest where 
they could be 
deposited. I said that 
The Society visual 
record archive was 
the place. After 
explaining how The 
Society catalogued, 
stored and made 
pictures available to 
the public, Ruiha 
Smalley, The Society 
Librarian, and I were able to 
visit Mr Sturgeon and see the 
collection. After some 
negotiation, and reassurance to 
Mr Sturgeon, we were able to 
acquire the collection for the 
Society. The collection now has 
to be catalogued before it is 
available online and available to 
Society members and members 
of the public.

Mr Sturgeon is a local 
historian who has had a number 
of books published about Eccles, 

Burham and Aylesford and 
surrounding areas as well 
producing collections of 
postcards for sale, the proceeds 
going towards local charities. 
Thanks are expressed to Mr 
Sturgeon for generously 
donating this important archive 
to The Society.

PHOTOGRAPHIC ARCHIVE 
RELATED TO ECCLES, 
BURHAM AND AYLESFORD. 
By Peter Titley
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Kings Church, Lewes, East Sussex: Saturday 7th October 2017

CBA South-East is celebrating its 25th anniversary during 2017 and brings together presentations from a range of exciting speakers and 
topics covering that period – and beyond.

Arrival, registration, and coffee 9.15

David Rudling (Vice-Chair, CBA South-East)  
Introduction to the day

10.00

Edwin Wood (Sussex Finds Liaison Officer)   
20 Years of Treasure: a Retrospective on 20 Years of PAS in the 
South-East

10.10

Chris Stringer (Natural History Museum, London)
The Global Picture: What is new in human evolution?

10.50

Coffee 11:30

Matt Pope (UCL, Institute of Archaeology)   
Palaeolithic Hunter-Gatherers in South-East Britain

12:00

Lunch 12.40

CBA South-East Annual General Meeting 13:10

Paul Bennett (Canterbury Archaeology Trust)  
CAT (Canterbury Archaeology Trust) at 40 – beyond 25 years

13:40

Casper Johnson (East Sussex County Council)  
Curating our Archaeological Heritage: Recent and Future 
Developments

14:20

Coffee 15:00

Carenza Lewis (University of Lincoln)   
Publics and Communities in archaeology

15:30

Mike Heyworth (Director, CBA)    
Challenges, successes and ambitions

16:10

Questions 16:50

Close 17:00

CBA SOUTH-EAST CONFERENCE 2017
‘BREAKING NEW GROUND’ AND ENGAGING IN THE PAST - A CELEBRATION 

OF ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE SOUTH-EAST AND BEYOND

Tickets – Lunch included in the price
£26.00 for CBA South-East members and students, £30.00 for non-members

For further details and booking information, please visit our website at
http://www.cbasouth-east.org/events/cbase-annual-conference/

or email the organiser, Steven Cleverly, s.cleverly@icloud.com

Defending Kent and the south-east during 
the Great War

Saturday 14th October 2017
Rutherford College, University of Kent, Canterbury

Publications on aspects of the history and archaeology 
of Kent will be on sale

From 2.00 – 5.00 pm, with a break for tea, 
presentation of awards and a raffle

Programme:

Welcome and opening address

Defence on land
Peter Kendall, Historic England

Defence at sea
Professor Andrew Lambert, 

King’s College, London

Air defence
Victor Smith, Historic Defences 

Committee, Kent Archaeological Society

Emergency Planning for invasion
Simon Mason, Heritage Conservation 

Group, Kent County Council

Tickets

Tickets are free for Friends of the CKA, KAR subscribers and for 
members of the KAS: please request tickets by post (sending an 
SAE) to the CKA at Sandy Ridge, Borough Green, Kent TN15 8HP.

For all others the tickets are £10: applications by post to the same 
address, enclosing an SAE.

Cheques are payable to the CKA. 
Parking is available on the university campus. Buses to the 

university run from close to Canterbury East railway station and, 
not far away, from Canterbury Bus Station.

Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th September, 
2.00pm – 4.30 (last entry). Admission free.

at Scadbury Manor

Visitors to the Open Weekend can follow a self-guided trail 
around the moated manor site, see ODAS’ excavations, and 
explore the foundations of the Tudor kitchens and Great Hall 
to see how they would have been used when the house was 

owned by the Walsingham family. 

It’s also possible to see World War II defences, and a 
restored shepherd’s hut.

 
There are refreshments, bookstall and exhibition about the 

history of Scadbury (and wc).
 

Access is from the public footpath around the estate. 
The entrance to the site is where the footpath passes the 

moated site. 

The nearest access from the road is along the footpath at 
14 St Paul’s Wood Hill; turn left along the circular footpath, 

5 mins walk. 

From Old Perry Street car park, the entrance is around 30 
mins walk along the footpath. There is limited parking at the 

site for elderly/disabled visitors only, via the access drive 
from Perry Street.

 
For more information about ODAS and Scadbury

 see www.odas.org.uk
 

Michael Meekums
Scadbury Site Director

Orpington and District Archaeological Society

Joint Study Day by the University 
of Kent with the Council for 

Kentish Archaeology and the Kent Archaeological 
Society

IF THE KAISER 
SHOULD COME

The Orpington and District Archaeological Society 
(ODAS) are holding their annual Open Weekend 

SCADBURY OPEN 
WEEKEND
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In the autumn of 2016 the 
Rochester Cathedral Research 
Guild embarked on an 
ongoing photographic survey 

of medieval and post-medieval graffiti 
within the building and its claustral 
ruins. The cathedral is particularly rich 
in surviving examples of most of the 
types of medieval graffiti outlined in 
Matthew Champion’s Medieval 
Graffiti [1], an insightful overview of 
recent researchers in the field, drawing 
upon the earlier work of Pritchard’s 
English Medieval Graffiti [2] and the 
recent work of the Norfolk Medieval 
Graffiti Survey. It is largely against 
Champion’s suggestions that we have 
catalogued and compared the 
collection at Rochester, comprising 

large thirteenth-century pictorial 
engravings, medieval and early 
modern ‘compass’-drawn designs, 
pilgrim’s crosses, votive ships, 
symbols, commemorative designs, 
dates names and text, providing 
invaluable insight into the art and 
beliefs of the medieval and 
post-medieval worshippers of  
the site.

The most artistically impressive 
of Rochester’s graffiti are the large 
pictorial images adorning the 
Norman walls and piers of the 
nave, west façade, crypt and 
sanctuary. Similar sequences 
survive on equally aged fabric at 
Canterbury Cathedral [3], the 
church of St. Clements in 
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ROCHESTER 
CATHEDRAL 
GRAFFITI
By Jacob Scott



suggesting they were not 
repeatedly scratched. Together 
with the occasional reflection of 
images across the nave arcades and 
in the sanctuary and crypt the 
scheme appears to be of a 
decorative nature and are so 
extensive as to suggest that they 
covered almost every low surface 
inside the thirteenth-

century building and crypt as 
well as the lower portions of the 
exterior of the west façade. Several 
of the images appear to be so 
similar in composition, in 
particular, the five of the Supper at 
Emmaus, that the use of a pattern 
book is suspected in their creation.

It has not been possible to 
identify any paint or ochre 
associated with the engravings and 
so either by design or due to lack 
of funds it appears they were never 
coloured, although darkening with 
charcoal has not been ruled out. In 
all areas early modern era 
‘cleaning’ or general erosion from 
hands or efflorescence has worn 
the images greatly, even since 
Swanton’s traces in the 1970s 
making them an immensely useful 
record. The most fragile of the 
surviving images was identified in 
May of 2017, the surface of which 
is so degraded a significant gust of 
air would destroy its central 

surviving figure.
Upcoming graffiti surveys at 

Canterbury may produce enough 
data to form a typology, allowing 
comparisons between Rochester 
and Canterbury’s sequences which 
at best may identify a common 
artist or at least a sequence of 

similar date.
Some 150 examples, the 

majority of Rochester’s surviving 
non-text graffiti, match Champions 
description of ‘compass-drawn’ 
[10]. These will be familiar to 
many visitors of old churches and 
other historic buildings. Their sheer 

number suggests Champion’s 
conclusions that these were drawn 
with what would be better 
described as sheers, a common 
tool in the middle ages, seems 
more accurate. So many examples 
survive at Rochester that when 
plotted on a ground floor plan of 
the building, as in other places, 
they can be shown to cluster 
around the known (and in some 
cases, previously unknown) 
locations of medieval altars and 
shrines, providing an important 
glimpse into the use of the 
building during the middle ages 
and the early post-medieval 
period.

Rochester Cathedral is perhaps 
second only to Lincoln in the 
number of surviving medieval ship 
graffiti, with 13 having been 
recently identified, almost all on a 
single pillar in the south nave 
arcade [11]. Champion provides 
an overview of ship graffiti 
recorded up to 2015, largely by 
the efforts of the Norfolk Medieval 
Graffiti Survey [12]. Over 300 
examples had been recorded 
mostly, although not exclusively, 
from coastal sites. Rochester’s 
relatively numerous 13 or so 
examples then likely reflects the 
proximity of the cathedral to the 
River Medway and thus the vital 
role that ships played in the local 
economy. Jones-Baker provides an 
overview of some of Rochester’s 
examples [13]. These ships were 
drawn by their crew members 
embarking on a risky water-borne 
journey, primarily within close 
proximity to altars, images or 
shrines dedicated to St. Nicholas, 
as is the case at Rochester where 
the nave was occupied by the 
parishioners of St. Nicholas until 
1423. St. Nicholas is the patron 
saint of those in peril on the sea 
and by leaving this votive image 
within his sight their creators 
hoped to garner protection whilst 
away [14].

ABOVE Digital 
tracing of a 
medieval ship on a 
pillar in the south 
arcade of the nave

ABOVE Digital 
tracing of images, 
possibly of monks 
on a pillar in the 
north arcade of the 
nave

RIGHT 13th century 
engravinghoo 
Peninsula (right)

BELOW Compass-
drawn design in 
the north nave 
aisle, 
superimposed with 
a common design

RIGHT High-
contrast negative 
of compass-drawn 
design

Sandwich [4] and the (then) 
Abbey Church of St. Alban in 
Hertfordshire [5]. It seems likely 
many similar sequences elsewhere 
have been lost or await 
identification. The large collection 
of engravings at Canterbury can 
be seen stylistically to have 
resulted from many hands whilst 
those at St. Albans and St. 
Clements are so few as to be 
suspected to have resulted from a 
team or even an individual artisan. 
Although extensive, the engravings 
at Rochester are of a similar 
enough style that one hand may 
be interpreted. Indeed, it will be 
argued in upcoming reports, 
certain recurring images within 
the sequence are so similar that a 
pattern book may have been used 
in their creation.

In 1979 Professor M. J. 
Swanton provided an analysis and 
tracings of 37 scenes from the nave 
and crypt, offering an 
interpretation both of content and 
style [6]. With the use of raking 
light and digital tracing of the 
areas of Norman fabric 20 more of 
these engravings have been 
identified to date; five more in the 
crypt, nine in the Nave, three in 
the Sanctuary and three 
fragmentary remains on the west 

façade of the building with 
potentially several more yet to be 
deciphered in the responding blind 
arcades [7]. These are likewise as 
similar in style as to still suggest a 
single sequence by an individual 
artisan. The sanctuary, construction 
of which began around 1190 and 
finished in the 1210s, is too late for 
their creation to have resulted from 
the preservation of mural paintings 
after a documented fire in 1179 as 
suggested by Swanton, which 
possibly resulted from a 
misinterpretation of St. John 
Hope’s 1902 plan of the east end of 
the Early-Norman cathedral [8].

With over one hundred figures 
now identified at Rochester six 
scenes have been interpreted as the 
Supper at Emmaus, four are busts 
or faces arranged vertically, 
possibly parts of a Tree of Jesse, 
three are Majestas including the 
largest in the sequence, with most 
of the rest comprising single 
standing figures or small groups, 
with many of those identified 
either biblical scenes or images 
related to the four evangelists. The 
three scenes recently identified in 
the sanctuary sit on the inside of 
the two northernmost arches of 
the east wall. The two in the 
central bay mirror each other and 
replicate the two scenes in the 
crypt interpreted as the Supper at 

Emmaus by Swanton [9], which is 
also present in another scene on 
the fourth furthest west pier in the 
south nave arcade.

The central placement of the 
majority of the scenes within their 
respective piers or walls together 
with their being split between 
areas that would have been 
accessible to either parishioners or 
pilgrims and those exclusive to the 
monastic community suggests 
their creation was either 
sanctioned or actioned by the 
cathedral authority. None of the 
scratches appears over one 
millimetre in depth or width 
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Recent Guild publications have 
also focussed on the Cathedral’s 
relatively small number of cross 
and crucifix graffiti. Many of these 
have traditionally come to be 
known as Pilgrims’ crosses [15], 
although the small number at 
Rochester, a cathedral on the 
major pilgrimage route in 
England, seems to support 
Champions’ suggestion that these 
may not have had such a close 
association with pilgrimage as this 
name suggests. A report has also 
been produced on pictorial and 
symbolic graffiti which does not 
immediately fall into the other 
categories listed here, including 
possibly the only recorded image 
of monks from Rochester [16].

Photographic surveys of the 
enormous collection of inscribed 
and pencilled text and names, 
dates and numbers graffiti are 
approaching completion. A 
photographic survey of the large 
collection of Norman mason’s 
marks, the symbols inscribed by 
the masons on the decorated and 
dressed pieces of stone to identify 
their work, is revealing 
information on the building 
phases of the site and subsequently 
on Norman building techniques.

With computing, camera and 
internet technologies now as they 
are, vast databases can be created, 
maintained and made public with 
relative ease and it is the ultimate 
aims of these surveys at Rochester 
to produce a template with which 
other large ecclesiastical sites can 
be documented. Many otherwise 
lost stories and glimpses into the 
last thousand years of worship 
remain undiscovered within our 
churches and cathedrals and the 
survey of graffiti at Rochester, as 
elsewhere, is a fascinating 
adventure into the unknown.

All guild reports including those 
referenced here are available for  
free online at 
rochestercathedralresearchguild.org

This new KAS bursary 
was officially launched 
at the Society’s AGM in 
May.  Established in 

memory of Ian Coulson, former 
President of the Society, it is the 
result of an initiative last year from 
Andy Harmsworth, Education 
Committee member, followed by 
liaison among our membership 
leading to a proposal to Council. 

Ian was KCC History Adviser 
for Kent schools for many years 
and Chair of our Education 
Committee prior to becoming 
President.  During this time many 
children and teachers around the 
county benefitted from his 
expertise and humour, committed 
as he was to getting History and 
Archaeology out to the ‘troops’.  
The magic touch was his ability to 
deliver his sessions ‘with a song and 
a dance’ while at the same time 
ensuring the serious business of 
meeting curriculum needs had its 
due attention.  

The aim of the new bursary is to 
provide an annual sum of 
maximum £1000 for a primary or 
secondary school to produce some 
digital Local History and/or 
Archaeology resources primarily for 
the benefit of other Kent schools to 
use in the classroom, thereby 
supporting History teaching and 
learning in the county.  It has 
financial support for the next two 
years from Ian’s wife, Liz and the 
Society.

The first tranche of applications 

will be assessed at the end of June 
and the successful applicant will 
have one school year (September 
2017 – July 2018) to research and 
produce the resources which must 
be in digital format for widest 
dissemination.  In the first 
instance, the resources will then be 
available on the websites of the 
Kent Archaeological Society, 
Canterbury Archaeological Trust 
and Trust for Thanet Archaeology.

Full details, application 
documents and extensive notes, 
‘Planning a Local History Study: 
guidance for teachers’, written by 
Andy can all be found on these 
three websites.

The bursary is also being 
promoted on KCC’s Kelsi (Kent 
Education, Learning and Skills 
Information) website, the 
Thinking History website, in 
Maidstone Museum’s newsletter to 
Kent schools, via email to CAT’s 
Education Service users, on 
Facebook and Twitter and will be 
aired at the forthcoming Historical 
Association’s Primary History Day.  
At the time of writing, we have 
had applications in from schools 
in Tonbridge, Gravesend and 
Maidstone where teachers were 
quick off the starting blocks!  
Things are looking good and there 
will be further news in the coming 
school year.  The Education 
Committee gives a big thank you 
to Liz Coulson and the Society for 
supporting this initiative.  There is 
no doubt that Ian would approve.

The Ian Coulson 
Annual Bursary 
for Local History 
and Archaeology 
in Kent Schools
By Marion Green

The Road to Civitella 1944: The 
Captain, the Chaplain and the 
Massacre, by Dee La Vardera 
(2106).  £20.  Fonthill Media Ltd, 
www.fonthillmedia.com. ISBN 
978-1-78155-531-6

A fascinating, illustrated, account 
of the experiences of a Catholic 
Priest from Herne Bay and a 
Welsh bank clerk who met in 
Tuscany in 1944, one an army 
chaplain the other a company 
captain. 

By Elizabeth Edwards 
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MEMBERSHIP 
MATTERS

NEW BOOK

I am very pleased to welcome the following people who have 
joined the KAS since the previous newsletter. Many 
apologies if I have omitted anybody!

Individual Members

Mrs Valerie Cornwell, Effingham 
Mrs Pauline Roland, Gravesend 
Ms Michelle Rossiter, West Malling 
Mr John Townsend, Gravesend 
Mr Adrian Tribe, Borough Green

This listing is quite low compared with this time last year so 
please encourage colleagues etc to join KAS to learn so 
much more about our County’s history and archaeology.

I have been very occupied contacting all members with the 
correspondence regarding the new status of KAS plus all the 
paperwork associated with the AGM in May. I had very few 
‘bounces’ from the emails I sent so am pretty confident that 
most addresses are correct. This is such a good way of 
contacting many of you who have given permission and 
certainly saves a lot of postage costs. I also dealt with the 
ballot of the resolutions at the AGM – I am very grateful for 
the help and support given by my team of scrutineers and 
others.

Thank you for informing me of changes of postal and email 
addresses.

Hope to meet some of you at the conferences and meetings 
that are being arranged in the course of the next few 
months.

 
Shiela Broomfield
Membership secretary  
membership@kentarchaeology.org.uk



A regular feature in which the Editor 
interviews a member of the KAS to gain 
an insight into their role and how their 
work impacts upon Kent’s heritage.  This 
interview is KAS Hon Gen Secretary, Clive 
Drew.  I began by asking Clive to tell us a 
bit about his background:

CD: After a career in the 70s and 80s as 
a soldier I then moved into information 
technology and have worked in this field 
ever since, ending up at the United Nations 
working on a major climate change project.
I have lived Kent since the early 80s where 
I have raised my family.   I am now than age 
whereby I can concentrate on my hobby 
rather than my career, so I have been 
attending to my educational needs with a 
degree in archaeology.
RT: Why did you join the KAS?
CD: I initially joined the Society to 
undertake fieldwork. Unfortunately, the 
Society at that time did not do fieldwork 
rather it acted as an umbrella for small 
community groups. Having said that the 
Society has a long and venerable past and 
that is important in today’s world.
RT: What was your initial impression of 
the KAS?
CD: A group of nice people but a bit 
muddled in what path they were following 
and what goals they were trying to achieve.  
As a new member walking into the library 
for the very first time, you palpably feel 
the history and knowledge that the Society 
has garnered since 1857.  That was very 
exciting, and it has created a bond between 
the Society and me. 
RT: Describe the role of Hon Gen Sec and 
why did you agree to take it on?
CD: The role is sometimes very exciting and 
at other times extraordinarily exacerbating.  
When I first joined the Society and because 
of my background in information technology 
I was asked to join the Communications 
Committee. At that point, I started working 
with Ian Coulson and Peter Stutchbury on 
what the future might look like, within the 
context of a new website.  When I saw there 
was a vacancy for the role, I put myself 
forward as I felt that I could do something 
to help the Society move forward in a very 
positive way into a new and bright future.
There is a very delicate balance to be drawn 
between the professional commercial world 
and a Society of amateurs.  The deft Society 
of amateurs will pick and choose the 
appropriate best bits from the commercial 
world and adopt them for their amateur 

Society. Having worked in the commercial 
world for the past 30 years, I am trying 
to bring the best bits from that world and 
apply them to the Society. By updating 
the Society’s administration hopefully, 
this will leave more time for the Society to 
concentrate on the archaeology and history 
of this wonderful county of ours.
I feel the primary role of the Society’s 
general secretary is to ensure that anything 
the Society does is in compliance with our 
constitution and in particular our objects 
clause. 
RT: What do you see as the Society’s 
primary focus for the future?
CD: After the terrible year of 2015 when we 
lost both our president and secretary the 
Society needed a period of tranquillity and 
space in which it has been able to look at 
itself in some detail.  Gerald has created a 
strategy group which is looking at the best 
way forward for the Society.
I think there are a couple of the key 
elements that will support the workings of 
the strategy group.
The Society’s administrative functions must 
be brought up to date and utilise where 
appropriate today’s technology to make 
it easier to operate the Society.  This is 
manifesting itself in the rollout of Microsoft 
Office 365 and its inbuilt email system.
Communicating with our members and the 
wider community is essential for the Society.   
The website is currently being redeveloped, 
and a dedicated Media Team has been 
created to manage communications for the 
Society.
In February 2016 I had a meeting with our 
patron the Countess Sondes.  The Lees 
Court Estate comprises some 7,500 acres 
of land in the Sheldwich and Badlesmere 
area and also the Faversham Creek. The 
proposal I put to Lady Sondes was for 
the Society to tell the archaeological 
and heritage story of the Lees Court 
Estate from prehistory to yesterday.  Lady 
Sondes agreed to the proposal to tell 
the story of the Lees Court Estate.  Work 
has commenced on this project with 
structured field walking and some tidy up 
work on one of the very few intact Bronze 
Age Round Barrows in the county.  Further 
work on the Estate will include the hunt 
for the elusive Badlesmere Castle and 
more work on the prehistory of the Estate.  
I consider this project to be incredibly 
important for the future of the Society as 
it retakes us to our archaeological roots 
by undertaking fieldwork. Furthermore, 

the project is designed as an educational 
vehicle encompassing primary school 
through to university level, and the project 
is also aimed at encouraging community 
participation.
RT: Tell us about the incorporation and 
what it means for the Society? 
CD: On taking up the role I received an 
electronic archive of Peter Stutchbury’s 
work. Within his archive, I found a 
considerable amount of effort going back 
to 2011 on incorporating the Society. This 
culminated in a decision at the Annual 
General Meeting of 2014 to incorporate.  
The decision taken by the members of the 
Society at an AGM becomes a clear-cut 
instruction to Council to act accordingly.  
Thus decision to incorporate the Society 
had already been made before taking up 
the role as Secretary.  
By incorporating the Society, the Society 
has to adopt a new constitution or in old 
parlance “Rules”.  By adopting a new 
constitution, the Society now has a clean, 
unambiguous set of rules by which the 
Society can operate. The new constitution 
brings with it more oversight by the Charity 
Commission hands back more power to our 
members. Is also considerably strengthens 
weaknesses in our previous “Rules” for 
instance that if the Society wished to sell 
heritage assets not only would it need 75% 
majority at an AGM it would further need 
the permission of the Charity Commission 
to dispose of those assets.  Again if we wish 
to change the Constitution not only does it 
need members consent but those changes 
will need the approval of the Charity 
Commission.
RT: What will incorporation mean for the 
membership?
CD: In a strange way incorporating 
the Society means very little to the 
membership, nothing has changed we 
are the Kent Archaeological Society and 
will always be involved in the research 
and education around the history and 
archaeology of the County of Kent.
Incorporating the Society places us 
in a  legal framework that the Charity 
Commission would like to see all charities 
operating under.  From my point of view, 
the single most important aspect for 
incorporation is that it hands back to the 
membership considerable power and 
control over their Society.
RT: How do you see the future of the 
Society…..what will it be doing in 5 and 
10 years time?

CD: I feel that over the coming years 
the Society has an incredibly important 
role to play in preserving the amateur 
archaeologist and their work.  I believe that 
there are moves afoot to try and adopt a 
continental model whereby the amateur 
archaeologist will be phased out. I think 
this is a terrible mistake. Archaeology, as 
we know it today, is founded upon the work 
of the amateur.  How many professional 
archaeologists started their career on a site 
run by amateurs in their local community. If 
the Society achieves anything over the next 
5 to 10 years, it has to be to promote the 
recognition, preservation and development 
of the amateur archaeologist as a valuable 
asset to studying the heritage of Britain in 
general and the County of Kent.
That said the Society must broaden its 
reach and that can be achieved by a couple 
of ongoing projects firstly the Lees Court 
Estate will broaden the reach of the Society 
in the local community and secondly by 
the astute use of information technology, 
so that the vast amount of information and 
knowledge the Society holds can be readily 
made available to our membership and the 
wider community.
So over the next 5 to 10 years, I would 
like to see the membership of the Society 
increase both amateur and professional 
archaeologist and historian because we can 
offer in-depth knowledge from our past work 
and archaeological activities on our project 
on the Lees Court Estate.
RT: Any message for the membership?
CD: The Society is important, it is also 
your Society, and we need your help in 
shaping its future. Over the coming years 
we will need considerable help from our 
membership in moving the Society forward, 
for instance as the new website comes on 
we have a huge amount of data that needs 
to be converted so can be presented on our 
website, this is something they can be done 
by our membership from their own homes.
We are a membership Society, and 
therefore our success is entirely down to 
our membership. We currently have 1042 
members of which 77 are actively involved 
in our committees or other activities. I 
would like to see more members actively 
involved in the running of their Society. 
This is a two-way street, and I would also 
like to hear from our members about what 
they would like to see their Society doing 
for them. Please talk to me secretary@
kentarchaeology.org

An interview with…..
KAS Hon Gen Secretary, 
Clive Drew
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One cannot truthfully 
write a strict history 
of Lenham as there is 
so much missing in 

the historical reports and 
information available. It is like 
trying to replace a shattered 
stained glass window when one 
does not even know which way 
around the pieces should be 
viewed.  Lenham village is believed 
to consist of three principal 
manors: Lenham…..Lenham and 
Sturreye. Confusing? Yes, and only 
on a small number of occasions is 
the distinction between “east” and 
“west” made clear.  Many claimed 
to have owned “Lenham Manor”, 
seemingly without due reference 
to the other: (the Shelve Manors 
and Downe Manor I have not 
included in this discussion as their 
positions are more distinct). The 
KAS translation and printing 
online (2009) of the Wooton 
survey of their lands in Lenham 
1557-1560 makes understanding 

this manorial clutter, much clearer; 
the KAS has done an excellent job.

Sturreye stirs up the stew being 
part of East Lenham that goes 
through the midst of the two 
Lenham Manors and, until recently, 
few people knew of its existence.  It 
may well be that the name 
“Sturreye” became defunct quite 
early as the manor house was close 
to Chilston and that became the 
‘new’ house for Roger de Chilston, 
who represented Lenham at a 
market discussion in 1252. 
Chilston was never a manor of 
Lenham, but “Chilston Park” was 
part of Sturreye, and therefore part 
of Lenham (see Fig 1)

One can only surmise what was 
where and who owned what, as the 
records of St. Augustine’s Abbey, 
Christchurch Canterbury and the 
Priory of St Gregory (Canterbury ) 
were mostly destroyed by fire, as 
were any records in Lenham church 
itself and there is no record of its 
vicars before 1604.  Readers might 

even query as to what St. Gregory’s 
Priory had to do with it? Lanfranc, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, gave 
his monks of St. Gregory land/
tithes at Lenham around 1084.*   
Lenham had been given to the 
Archbishop and Christchurch in 
961 AD by Queen Ediva.  An 
excellent account of that is written 
by Eveleigh Woodruff in Arch. 
Cant XXXV1 (1923). Queen 
Ediva calls the village ‘Leanham’, 
and from that, one could perhaps 
deduce that the name was 
pronounced as a complex nasal 
diphthong “Lie–ee-anham”. 

Fortunately, the Society’s efforts 
getting the ‘Wooton Survey’ 
online has brought new 
information to light. This little-
known Manor of Sturreye 
stretched south to north-west 
across the centre of the parish. 
From the description of its fields 
(that match those of the 1841 
tithe map), it was large. Its name 
may derive from the large 
mountain of sand that was sliced 
in half by the Channel Tunnel Rail 
Link (CTRL). ‘Eye’ or ‘Ley’ in 
Sussex means an eyelet, an inland 
islet, and is pronounced “eye” as in 
Ardingley and Northeye (see Fig 
2). 

Queen Ediva’s pronunciation of 
Lenham may be significant. The 
important line that runs through 
Lenham divides its eastern part 
from the western and is the 
division of the Eyehorne Hundred 
(west) and the Calehill Hundred 
(east). This line remains 
approximately in the same 
position today as the county line 
dividing East Kent from West 
Kent, but possibly it has moved a 
little over the centuries (see Fig 3).

According to the Saxon 
Chronicles, the following may be 
significant:

1. In 739 AD five plough-lands of 
East Lenham were given to the 

Abbot by Athelwolf King of the 
Saxons and Kent.  This description 
sounds like Sturreye; 
2. In 804 AD West Lenham was 
given to the Abbot of St Augustine 
by Cenulf King of Mercia & 
Cudred King of Kent.
3. In 961 AD East Lenham was 
given to the Archbishop and 
Christchurch Canterbury by Queen 
Ediva. 

According to the Domesday 
Book, the following may be 
significant:

1. East Lenham was owned by the 
Archbishop and that Lertham was 
held by the Abbot. No mention is 
made of churches except that 
Bowley and Marley (confluent 
Manors) had churches and Bishop 
Odo owned both.  

However, the Wooton Survey 
makes things clearer. Some field 
names are mentioned for Sturreye, 
but not all.  However, it does seem 
to be the five plough-lands of East 
Lenham given to the Abbot in 739 
AD. ‘Five Plough lands’ equates to 
some 600 acres if a ploughland, 
which equals a carucate of 120 
acres, and its manor house was said 
to be close to Lewsome farm. As it 
is part of “East Lenham” the 
dividing line between east and west 
would then appear to be further 
west than we now place it. 

In 804 AD west Lenham was 
given to the Abbot, so this would 
consolidate their holdings west 

towards the Harriersham border. 
But it is quite likely that the Abbot 
presumed to own the Manor of 
Lenham and therefore Lenham 
church.  However, it is the land 
and the manor house now known 
as Lenham Court down Ham Lane 
that is likely to have been the 
property owned by the Abbot. 
Adjacent to that are fields that carry 
a ‘Chapel’ name, yet this has not 
been considered (as far as I know) 
that there was once a chapel or 
even a church in that vicinity.

Something strange came to light 
late last century. When the owner 
of Lenham Storage purchased the 
final section of land for the 
company, “Little Two Acres” so 
named on the 1841 map, a 
covenant had to be rescinded from 
the church authorities, which 
stated:

“no building should be erected 
thereon other than a Church, a 

Church Hall or a Presbytery and 
that the remainder of the land shall 
only be used as a car park or gardens 
for those buildings.”

A further and parcel close to 
Lenham Court had a covenant, 
and this too was only rescinded 
late last century. The land, it 
seems, had been earmarked for a 
Catholic church before one was 
built in Bearsted. Not a 
convincing explanation for why 
there are so many separate acres of 
land with this deterring covenant? 
Did the covenant travel down the 
ages distinct from the land 
ownership after the Reformation? 
It would seem that it had. 

East Lenham had one of the 
oldest continuous leases in the 
country from the time of 
Lanfranc.  Did West Lenham have 
one of the oldest retained 
covenants similar in age? It is 
possible that Lenham Court was, 

A SHORT HISTORY OF LENHAM 
Part 1: a jigsaw account of East, West and Centre
By Lesley Feakes

ABOVE Fig 1 - Map 
of Lenham central 
area of Parish circa 
1900.

ABOVE Fig 2 - 
Lenham looking due 
south.  ‘Sturreye’ 
ridge is  top right. 
1900.

RIGHT Fig 3 - 
Channel Tunnel Rail 
Link looking west, 
slicing  through the 
Sturreye.  Oxley 
trees are on right.
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in fact, the West Lenham Manor 
of Augustine’s Abbey (see Fig 4).

The covenant resembled the 
words in William Thorne’s account 
of St Augustine’s regarding 
Lenham (Davis translation). 
Written in the 13th Century, it 
was describing St Augustine’s 
holdings in West Lenham:

“that you presume not to convert 
that church and its appurtenances to 
other uses or to transfer it to any 
secular person contrary to our 
decrees”. 

This was shortly after The Priory 
of Leeds was complete, so the 
monks then had a new church at 
Leeds, while the Lenham one (if it 
existed) most likely had become 
very poor and lost many of its 
parishioners. The Thorne account 
also says that the abbot relieved 
the vicar of his burdens and 
granted him Langbregge for a 
vicarage because he was so poor. 
That translates as a ‘long field with 
brakes’ (hedges) down its sides and 
marked on the 1841 map in 
existence as ‘Long Slip’ complete 
with its brakes of trees. It also says 
in one record that the Abbey 
owned two water-mills and a 
windmill, which is unusual as they 
did not appear until 12th Century 
if so it would be one of the oldest 
in the UK. Note that there is a 
field called Lower Winder and 
aerials show a missing field 
boundary in Harps (probably a 
nasal corruption of Hops) and the 

north part of Harps is a possible 
circular structure on the highest 
point in the aerial photographs of 
1940 and 2008. 

It may well be that in the time 
of the first Abbot (AD 804) he 
thought Lower Ham was Lenham, 
and perhaps that was the start of 
the controversy.  If he took the 
lower road to Lertham from 
Charing along the Green Sand 
Ridge, he might not even have 
noticed the village of Lenham, 
obscured by the hollow way and 
trees.  As regards old Lenham 
village, I am sure it existed with its 
large barns (Saxon longhouses?) 

(see Fig 5) but escaped record in 
the Domesday Book because it 
was owned in part by the Bishop 
Odo and Archbishop Lanfranc. 
More about Lenham village, 
(Wickham Place) the Glebe and 
Queen Ediva in the next 
instalment!

ABOVE Fig 4 - 
Lenham Court, Ham 
Lane. LAS dig in 
2012 looking due 
west.

RIGHT Fig 1 - 
1930’s; Bert Fagg 
gets in on the act

RIGHT Fig 2 - 
Lyminge Garage - 
Kent Fire Brigade 
1951

BELOW Fig 5 - Dog 
& Bear Saxon 
longhouse

In 2010 before I sat down to 
write a brief introduction to 
the first volume of the 
‘Lyminge a history’ series I 

was puzzling over how to approach 
the task when it occurred to me 
that even our modest efforts will 
form part of the history of our 
ancient parish.
So, I decided to write up the 
history of the projects origin and 
add my humble effort to the 
sterling work our authors and 
contributors have provided.
The project was first raised by 
Duncan Harrington (our local 
professional historian) in the 
Autumn of 2008 when he decided 
that it was time we recorded in 
print, the account of Lyminge, 
Etchinghill, Rhodes Minnis and 
the various hamlets that make up 
our parish. 

Over a number of meetings and 
none too few glasses of 
refreshment, we decided that the 
standard structure of a history, 
written along a timeline of events, 
might prove unsatisfactory for the 
final form we wanted and it would 
also lack the necessary 
involvement of the community. 

We felt that the final 
publication should, to paraphrase 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, “be 
written by the people, for the 
people.” 
So, began our project and this year 
we will be publishing our ninth 
volume.

Whilst preparing part eight, in 
2015, we were asked why we had 
never had the volumes reviewed 
and we had no answer. So, we set 
out to find an independent 

reviewer whom, whist he doesn’t 
live in our parish, knows the area 
and has a strong reputation for 
autonomy. Nigel Thomas lives in 
the next parish and for many years 
taught in local schools. Now retired 

and having some time on hand he 
agreed to read and review the initial 
seven volumes. Having done so he 
then went on to agree to review 
part eight.   

We present his reviews here for 
your perusal and hope that they 
offer a clear presentation of the 
results of what we set out to 
achieve.

By John Carr

The Lyminge Histories – Nigel 
Thomas 2016 (Parts 1 to 5)
Lyminge is a village set in the 
beautiful Elham Valley, some 

twelve miles south of Canterbury. 
If you drive through Lyminge, all 
you see is a road built mainly to 
serve its now defunct railway 
station, and buildings, comprising 
mainly nondescript late 19th 

Century and early 20th 
Century housing. The 
road goes through a 
wondrously multi-
cultural set of shops 
where Welsh and 
Chinese dragons jostle 
snugly with open all 
hours mini-markets and 
newsagents. But there 
seems no reason for a 
visitor to stay, and on a 

good day for local traffic, you are 
back in open country in two 
minutes.

However, if you had done as I 
did, and parked in the ample old 
station car park and gone into the 
adjacent shop-come-post office, 
you would have been presented 
with a totally different perspective 
on Lyminge, its essential quality 
and its important place at the 
centre of British History. And this, 
I suspect, would change your ideas 

not only about Lyminge, 
but also the nature of 
many villages, their 
history and the rich 
fabric of continuous 
social interaction that 
has produced what we 
now see around us.

The advent of Lyminge 
station moved the centre 

of the village so the main road 
now skirts the core and so misses 
the ancient church and the 
recently excavated areas of Anglo-

Lyminge a history; 
a series of eight volumes documenting 
the history of our parish (Parts 1 to 5).
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Saxon heritage. So, travelling 
through, you do not see the 
historic patterns of development 
that are revealed by archaeology 
and the arrangements of private 
housing and public arenas.

All this is beautifully made 
accessible in a series of books 
published by the Lyminge 
Historical Society, each of which 
brilliantly illuminates the varied 
aspects of village 
life and 
institutions. 

Part One, for 
instance, contains 
a marvellous and 
lively verbatim 
four-way 
discussion of 
Lyminge and its 
shops and 
businesses in the 
1930s and 1940s, 
complete with nostalgic 
photographs. What emerges, apart 
from the meticulous presentation, 
is the vitality of the memories, 
together with a delicious 
interaction between the characters 
involved (see figs 1 
& 2 previous page).

This is followed by a very 
detailed geological account by 
Andrew Coleman of the 
importance of landscape in the 
early development of the village.
After that, there is a superbly 
illustrated anthology of historical 
perspectives of Lyminge and its 
surrounding estates seen through 

famous eyes. Arthur Mee tersely 
summed up his impression: “In this 
village, with such rare treasure, it is 
only the old that is good.” This 
series of books very firmly rebuts 
the comment (see fig 3).
The last chapter in Part One is a 
very detailed account of the Price 
family, Lyminge incumbents for 
three generations between 1776 
and 1853 which represents a 
recurring feature of the Histories, 
namely the fascinating detailed 
studies of old documents from 
various sources which restore to life 
various significant aspects of 
Lyminge in centuries past.

Part Two begins with a study of 
the plants and topography around 
Lyminge. It contains maps of walks 
that best illustrate the information 
in the article and is superbly 
illustrated with photographs and 
line drawings. The second item 
takes us right to the heart of 
Lyminge’s right to be considered as 
a centre of Anglo Saxon/Jutish 
influence in Britain. It traces the 
excavation of a Jutish Cemetery in 
1953. Suffice to say it is brilliantly 
documented, researched and 
illustrated and acts as a taster for 
the, as yet, undiscovered 
archaeological delights to come.

The third unit of this volume 
emerges from detailed study of 
several sets of documents. The first 

presents the life of Albert Tanton, 
lamplighter, clock mender and bell 
ringer extraordinary (see fig 4). If 
born at a later time, Albert might 

well have gone to university to 
study astrophysics but instead 
lived a full bachelor life entirely in 
Lyminge. As a young boy, I 
remember one history lesson when 
we discussed the influence of great 
men in history. My teacher was 
wise. He paused at the door. “One 
gentle question: “Were there no 
farriers at Troy?”  He left us to 
ponder. We became aware that 
history is as much a study of 
ordinary people as it is of the 
famous. The delight of this chapter 
is to see Albert and his family 
reappear, almost entirely recreated 
by a detailed study of various 
official documents.

The second item recounts the 
processes and bureaucracies 
involved in the planting of the 
1936 Jubilee Tree in the village 
graveyard while other articles 
explore the ceremonial Beating of 
the Bounds and offer detailed 
histories of the various village 
charities.

The last chapter details the 
small local fauna, complete with 
illustrations, and demonstrates, 
and illustrates a surprising range of 
usually unseen local inhabitants.

Parts Three and Five consider the 
intrusion of World Wars on the 
community. Suddenly horizons 
widen and we become aware of 
masses of youth on the move and 
seeing parts of the world, entirely 
foreign to the static behaviour 
patterns of the past. Part Three has 
some fascinating extracts from 
local diaries and offers an insight 
to the importance of “matter of 
fact” routine in coping with local 
bombing and aerial dogfights. 
There is a disturbing account of 
how Lyminge might have fared if 
the German invasion, Operation 
Sealion, had happened (see fig 5), 
and then a couple  of balanced 
articles, one on fighting through 
North Africa (see fig 6) and Italy 
which is set against a civilian 

account by an Italian lady who 
subsequently came to live in 
Lyminge. I think I might be able to 
identify the Italian partisan 
described as “a big strong woman 
dressed like a brigand and armed to 
the teeth.” Possibly, she was a 
flamboyant Italian sculptress, Fiore 
de Henriques, who escaped from 
the Gestapo by hurling herself 
through a first floor window in 
Forte dei Marmi!  There is 
a beautiful end-piece of 
war-time memories by Ted 
Burren, a consummate 
craftsman of international 
repute in the making of 
harpsichords. This is a 
village of exquisite 
surprises.

Inevitably, in its study 
of War Memorials, much of the 
documentation in Part Five is of 
lives lost and families consequently 
shattered, but it movingly illustrates 
the prices paid and the gaps left in 
so many Lyminge families after 
both wars (see fig 7). It is also 
brilliantly and painstakingly 
researched. The articles bring home 
the poignancy of foreign fields, 
forever England and movingly 
places a value on every Lyminge 
man remembered.
Part Four is a fascinating pot-
pourri, again beautifully presented 
(see fig 9). 

We are given insights into the 
tensions behind the “Merrie 
England” vision of bucolic bliss in 
a fascinating article about the 
Swing Riots, directed against the 
introduction of threshing machines 
(see fig 10). The Elham Valley was 
a hotbed of aggressive discontent, 
which is well-presented through a 
series of verbatim transcripts. What 

also emerges is the wisdom of the 
local judiciary in dealing with the 
issues in ways that seemed to leave 
little rancour

There is a finely photographed 
article on the larger animals to be 
found around the village and some 
fine ferreting through documents 
to trace the history of the nearby 
Royal Observer Corps Post. And 
then a total surprise, an account of 
the setting up of the Early 
Keyboard Instruments Company.

This had an international 
reputation built on the enterprise 
of two young musicians and the 
craftsmanship developed from 
within the village.

This is followed by a 
beautifully detailed account of life 
at a local fine house, Sibton Park. 
We have accounts of wills and 
domestic and agricultural 
inventories from which we 
develop ideas of the pattern and 
texture of prosperous family life.

Local history becomes national 
history in the next article which 
interprets much of the local 
archaeology up to the time of the 
major dig in Tayne field. This has 
placed Lyminge at the heart of 
Anglo-Saxon, Jutish culture. What 
is now a village was once a royal 
capital, a hub of one of the chief 
kingships of Saxon Britain.
The book ends with another 
detailed study of mainly 15th 
Century documents relating to 
Lyminge Park.

Nigel Thomas December 2016

If you are interested in obtaining 
copies of these volumes please 
write to me, John Carr, Korf 
House, Canterbury Road, 
Lyminge, CT18 8HU or send an 
email to me c/o  
lymingehistoricalsociety@gmail.
com.

LEFT Fig 3 - 
Lyminge Church 
Tower

BELOW Fig 4 - 
Albert Tanton 62 yrs 
Verger & Sexton and  
Bell Rining Capt

RIGHT Fig 5 - WW2 
- Defences near 
Folkestone 10 July 
1940 -C IWM (H 
2187)-1

LEFT Fig 6 - 1943 
Bob Webb in Egypt

RIGHT Fig 8 - 
ROBERT CYRIL FINN 
DFM (d. Burma Jan 
1943)

BELOW Fig 7 - 
Lyminge War 
Memorial - photo 
John Piddock 2014

BELOW Fig 10 - 
1786,  Andrew 
Meikle’s Threshing 
Machine -1

BELOW Fig 9 - Lyminge a history Part 4 
front cover
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We are now into the second 
year of the Cobham 
Landscape Detectives 
project. This three-year 

landscape focused community 
archaeology project is exploring the 
parish of Cobham and its environs. 

Following a busy Spring launching  
the Big Dig in Cobham Village and 
continuing with tree surveys, we 
identified a key landscape feature to 
investigate. Running through Cobham 
Woods is an old hollow way, that we 
know was closed by Lord Darnley of 
Cobham Hall in the 1740s. This route 
appears on earlier maps connecting 
Cobham village with Knights Place 
(Ranscombe) and routes down to the 
River Medway.

With permissions in place from the 
National Trust and Natural England, we 
cut two evaluation trenches across the 
hollow way. We were helped by the North 
Downs Young Archaeologists Club to 
start the dig. Under woodland soils and 
slumped plough soils we revealed a 
metalled trackway surface, reinforced 
with flint nodules and gravels. This 
metalling had been laid in at least two 
layers. Evident on the trackway surface 
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were a series of parallel ruts, suggesting 
that the track had seen heavy use by horse 
and cart.

The trackway itself contained very few 
finds. However, on both the north and 
south sides of the track we identified a 
deep sequence of woodland and plough 
soils. These plough banks or lynchets 
were evident on the LiDAR results for the 
area. The banks formed part of a series of 
field systems that respected the trackway. 
Fascinatingly, we recovered a range of 
pottery from the woodland and plough 
soils, ranging in date from prehistoric to 
Saxon and Medieval. We also had a range 
of worked flint, reinforcing a prehistoric 
presence in the landscape.

It seems unlikely that we have a 
prehistoric trackway, though the area 
could have been farmed from as early as 
the Neolithic. The Saxon pottery is 
interesting and reinforces the Saxon 
charter evidence for a tenth century 
‘estate’ of ‘Cobba hammes’ here. The 
medieval pottery may, however, more 
accurately date the surviving earthworks 
and trackway. The nearby manor which 
became Cobham Hall dates back to at 
least the early 13th century and the 
extensive earthworks seen on LIDAR 

seem to respect and radiate from the site 
of the original manor house (under 
Cobham Hall). This assertion is 
supported by some of the initial tree 
work, with the large Cobham oaks 
estimated at over 500 years old, sitting on 
some of the plough banks. It is suggested 
here that the hollow way may have 
formed the southern boundary of the 
Cobham Manor estate. 

Our excavations on the hollow way 
have now been backfilled and further 
research on the finds is underway. The 
Cobham Landscape Detectives are 
turning their attention to the Big Dig in 
Cobham Village. We have 30 properties 
signed up for test pits this July. We hope 
to reveal more about the archaeology of 
the village and perhaps demonstrate that 
it dates back further than the Medieval 
period. Watch this space for updates on 
our progress in the Autumn!

To learn more about the project or to 
get involved, contact Andrew Mayfield 
on 07920 548906 andrew.mayfield@
kent.gov.uk visit www.
shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk and follow 
us on Facebook at ArchaeologyinKent 
and on Twitter @ArchaeologyKent
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