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WELCOME FROM THE EDITOR
Welcome to the Winter 2017 Newsletter. Following a busy summer, we 
have a bumper issue packed with abundant and intriguing fieldwork, 
historical research projects and discussion. I am delighted with the 
number of people who have come forward with articles, and for the first 
time under my editorship, I have received too many items to feature in a 
single issue!  This is a wonderful problem to have, and I promise 
everyone who has kindly provided articles, if your hard work doesn’t 
feature in this Newsletter, it will feature in a future issue. 

The Newsletter remains a valuable media platform that enables the 
membership to communicate a broad range of topics devoted to the 
history and archaeology of Kent. To expand upon this, I have introduced 
a “Letters to the Editor” segment to facilitate those who wish to share 
futher or discuss issues you feel are essential to the Society.  

This issue also includes a Lees Court Estate special update containing a 
project overview, reports on activities carried out to date, and plans for 
the future. As I’m sure you’re aware, the Lees Court Estate Project 
presents a remarkable opportunity for the Society; it will lead us back to 
our archaeological roots, and the various aspects of the project will 
appeal to, and engage, members for some years.

I continue to encourage as many members as possible to think about 
writing articles and help inform the wider historical and archaeological 
community of what is taking place in our heritage-rich and diverse 
county. Please continue to forward articles or notices 
to newsletter@kentarchaeology.org.uk

Enjoy this issue and a Seasons Greetings to all readers.

Best wishes

Richard Taylor

The Summer and Autumn of 2017 in Kent 
Despite the variable weather this summer, a 
tremendous programme of archaeological and 
historical research has taken place throughout 
Kent. This short note can only give a flavour of 
the work undertaken this year, and more 
detailed information has been published in the 
Newsletter, Archaeologia Cantiana, the Kent 
Archaeological Review and on the Society’s and 
other websites. There are also many other local 
publications in Kent containing the results of 
research, such as the Journal of Kent History.

The Society congratulates Dr Paul Bennett, 
MBE, Director of the Canterbury Archaeological 
Trust for the award of the MBE in this summer’s 
Birthday Honours List. This honour is richly 
deserved, reflecting the enormous contribution 
Paul has made to archaeological research in 
Canterbury and elsewhere in Kent. You can 
learn more about Paul in this issue’s interview.

The work of the KAS Strategy Group 
continues in compiling an analysis of how the 
KAS should develop. There is a short article in 
this Newsletter appealing for members of the 
Society to give their views and suggestions on 
what the KAS should do. I urge members to 
read this article and submit their ideas. We 
want to know what you think!

The three-year project led by Andrew 
Mayfield called “Cobham Landscape 
Detectives” continues, and during the summer 
the residents of Cobham were invited to have 
test pits dug in their gardens. Over 40  
residents took part with some digging their own 
holes and others dug by members of the group. 
One aim was to obtain evidence for the size of 
the village during the medieval period. Some 
14th-century pottery was found in gardens 
adjacent to the main street but no earlier 
pottery was unearthed and more work seems  
to be indicated.

The KAS continues to support financially  
the excavations at East Wear Bay, Folkestone 
which took place during July and August and 
the excavations on one of the Roman Villas  
in Otford.

On Saturday 9th September, I attended the 
official opening of the Ightham Archive which 
took place in the Village Hall supported by the 
Ightham Parish Council. This is the culmination 
of the work of many local people including 
David Williams and Jean Stirk who are the 
co-authors of the major new history of the 
Village. As recipients of a grant from the KAS 
Allen Grove Fund, an article on this project is 
included in this issue of the Newsletter.

During the weekend of the 9th and 10th 
September, the Orpington and District 
Archaeological Society invited members of the 
public to their excavations at the medieval 
moated site of Scadbury Manor in Chislehurst. 
Finds from their excavations on this large and 
interesting site, which started in 1986, were 
included in a special exhibition in Bromley 
Central Library during September and October.

This column was penned at the end of the 

IN THIS ISSUE
autumn conference season which started with 
the Historic Buildings conference on Saturday 
7th October at the Blue Town Heritage Centre, 
in Sheerness, itself the subject of a talk 
describing how a historic building can be saved 
and put to an entirely new use. Certainly, this 
heritage centre is well worth a visit.

The next conference was a joint one with  
the CKA and the University of Kent. It was held 
at Rutherford College on Saturday 14th October 
and entitled “If the Kaiser should come: 
Defending Kent and the South East during the 
Great War”. There were four informative papers 
on the defence of Kent on land, at sea and in 
the air and finally one on emergency planning 
in case of invasion.

This was followed on 4th November, also  
in Rutherford College, by “The Archaeology of 
Medieval Kent” arranged by the KAS Fieldwork 
Committee. The first talk was given by Clive 
Drew, the Society’s general secretary, on the 
four little known medieval parish churches 
within the Lees Court Estate. The Society is 
leading a major archaeological research 
programme of this Estate.

Next, Ted Connell, one of our vice-presidents, 
gave a fascinating talk on the Christopher St 
John Breen medieval pottery archive from the 
Billingsgate redevelopment site in London.
The site of the medieval Whitefriars in  
Sandwich has been the subject of several 
excavations during the 20th century. Keith 
Parfitt took us through an analysis  
of the excavation archives in a very  
entertaining manner.

After lunch, I gave a brief account of the 
production and use of floor and roof tiles in 
medieval Kent.
William Lambarde published his Perambulation 
of Kent firstly in 1576 and then in 1596. In 
both editions, he gives a list of the deer parks 
in Kent. Susan Pittman in her talk traced many 
of these parks both in maps and on the ground 
showing where their boundaries can be 
followed.

The final talk of the day was given by Jacob 
Scott who described the most recent 
discoveries at Rochester Cathedral. They 
included evidence of the cloister constructed 
during Bishop Gundulf’s time and the graffiti  
to be seen in the nave and the crypt.

Planning for next year’s excavations and 
conferences has already started, and more 
information will be given in the next issue  
of the newsletter which is due in the New Year. 
This issue will reach you before Christmas and 
so I take this opportunity to send you all best 
wishes for the Festive Season and I hope the 
New Year will be a happy and productive one.

Best wishes

Gerald Cramp

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

KENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
KAS Library
Maidstone Museum & Bentlif Art Gallery
St Faith’s Street
Maidstone ME14 1LH

The oldest and largest society devoted to the history and 
archaeology of the ancient county of Kent

Erratum:
Issue 106 - p.13, second photo image caption should read “A 
possible 14th-century lead flask found buried in the floor of 
medieval Randall Manor. Photograph by R. Smalley”
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ALLEN GROVE FUND 
UPDATE - THE IGHTHAM 
HISTORY ARCHIVE
By David Williams

Contact: David Williams
Grant applied for (2013): £500
Project: Establish a history archive 
for Ightham parish.
Grant received (2013): £500

The Ightham History 
Project was established 
by Jean Stirk, an 
Ightham resident and a 

local and family historian, in late 
2010. The purposes of the project 
were to publish a wide-ranging 
history of Ightham and to establish 
an archive in the village which can 
be accessed by residents and 
researchers into Ightham and 
family history. A project team was 
formed, chaired by her, which 
included the principal authors of 
the history book, Mary Allwood, 
who was responsible for the 
images, other contributors and 
representatives from the Parish 
Council, the Church and Ightham 
Mote.  

Ightham: At the Crossroads by 
Jean Stirk and David Williams was 
published in June 2015 with a 
print run of 660 and sold out in 
less than a year. The book was 
soft-covered with over 400 pages 
and over 250 images, many in 
colour. It covered the history of 
the parish from prehistoric times 
to the present day. Copyright rests 
with Ightham Parish Council and 
the co-authors. A CD version of 
the book is now available, as well 
as a companion CD containing 
digital versions of the primary 
sources used (e.g. census returns, 

parish registers, tithe 
apportionment, trade directories).

The archive was opened on 
Saturday 9 September 2017 by 
Rodney Willingham, chairman of 
the Parish Council, after Jean Stirk, 
David Williams and Gerald 
Cramp, president of KAS, had all 
said a few words (see fig 1).

From the beginning Ightham 
Parish Council had been involved 
in the project, initially providing a 
grant towards set-up costs and 
hosting a local history exhibition in 
the village hall in November 2011 
to launch the project. The council 
has provided a refurbished room 
attached to the village hall for the 
archive. This was established with 
financial assistance from the Allen 
Grove Fund and some of the 
surplus from the sales of the book. 
The money was used to purchase 
files, filing materials and 
photocopies of documents. Filing 
cabinets and computers have been 
donated, and volunteers run it. 

There are both hard copy and 

digital versions of much of the 
archive; some are hard copy only; 
some are digital only. Most of the 
primary sources and many 
secondary sources have been 
indexed digitally, and the indexing 
continues. The next area to be 
covered is the hundreds of digital 
and hard copy images that have 
been collected.

The archive is normally opened 
by David Williams on the 
morning of the second Monday of 
each month from 10:00am to 
noon, but it is advisable to check 
in advance with him that it will be 
open (ighthamhistoryproject@
gmail.com or 01732 764068). It is 
also accessible by appointment by 
contacting David or Jean Stirk 
(jvstirk@gmail.com or 01732 
884316).  Visitors are free to use 
the archive and, subject to any 
copyright issues, photograph 
hard-copy documents and images 
and take downloads of files from 
the digital archive. 
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RIGHT Fig 1 - 
Archive opening on 
9 Sep 2017

ABOVE Ightham 
Watercolour J 
Mallinson 



The Lees Court Estate Project presents a remarkable 

opportunity for our Society.  We have not undertaken 

a significant archaeological project of this scale 

since the Minster Roman Villa excavations at the 

turn of this century. We, therefore, have a unique 

generational opportunity to embark on a very significant 

archaeological project in our county. This will have major 

implications for archaeology not only across the UK but 

internationally.

It is already clear from the early work undertaken by our 

members and the School of Classical and Archaeological 

Studies at the University of Kent that the Lees Court 

Estate has a very significant prehistoric presence. 

Further, our finding of a likely - and very significant - 

Bronze Age ritual landscape in work on the Estate this 

year has only served to emphasise its importance. A 

major announcement regarding artefacts discovered 

during this year’s activities is scheduled for February. 

This will lead naturally to our 2018 project which will 

seek to determine the scale and importance of this 

landscape, which includes at least one unexcavated 

Bronze Age barrow burial. Additional work will also to be 

undertaken in the hunt for Badlesmere Castle.

As President, I consider this project very important for 

the future of our Society as it will naturally lead us back 

to our archaeological roots. The project is freely open 

to all society members to come along and join in, and I 

encourage all to do so. 

I look forward to welcoming you on site during the course 

of 2018.

Gerald Cramp

As patron of the Kent Archaeological Society and 
steward of the Lees Court Estate, I am proud to 
have such a major archaeological project on our 
Estate. The opportunity to find out more about the 
history and heritage of Lees Court Estate is very 
important to me. 

I know that the origins of the Estate can be traced 
back to the 12th century, but the recent work 
undertaken by the Society takes those origins 
back into prehistory, possibly Palaeolithic times. To 
be able to establish the existence of Badlesmere 
Castle would be a considerable addition to the 
history of the Estate.

Through this project, working with the Society, 
we will open up the Lees Court Estate project to 
the wider community as a teaching and learning 
opportunity.  I believe this to be a very important 
opportunity for people with an interest in history 
and archaeology to enhance their skills and 
knowledge.

I look forward to welcoming you to Lees Court.

Countess Sondes

UNDERGROUND 
FEATURES AT 
SHELDWICH
By Rod LeGear

UNDERGROUND - LEES COURT ESTATE PROJECTLEES COURT ESTATE PROJECT - INTRODUCTION
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A number of underground 
features have already been 
recorded on the Lees Court 
Estate and were the subject 

of a paper in Archaeologia Cantiana 
Vol 136 (2015) p293 - 303. One of 
the sites noted was a very well 
preserved example of the type of chalk 
mine known as a denehole at 
Sheldwich. These small mines were 
usually dug to supply chalk for use as 
an agricultural top dressing on acidic 
or heavy clay soils. It is thought that 
the large Sheldwich denehole had 
been excavated in the 17th century to 
provide chalk to burn for lime for 
building purposes when the village 
expanded around that time.

Over the extent of the estate, there 
would have been many deneholes 
sunk for agriculture and lime burning. 
After mining ceased, they were 
capped, filled or otherwise made safe. 
It is hoped that it may be possible to 
determine the locations of many of 
these abandoned and long forgotten 
pits in the area.

Chalk was also excavated from 
many open pits on the estate mainly 
for agricultural use. Two quarries that 
have been examined had tunnels 
driven into the working faces to 
provide more chalk without enlarging 
the ground footprint of the open pit. 
It is likely that many of the other 
quarries noted on old OS plans would 
also have had tunnels associated with 
them. 

As well as the remains of chalk 
extraction sites there will also be many 
examples of wells, cess-pits, cisterns 
etc. on the estate waiting to be 
recorded. From more recent times it is 
known that there is one, probably 
two, Home Guard Auxiliary Unit 
underground operational bases on the 
estate that need to be recorded. 



FIELDWALKING NW OF 
STRINGMAN’S FARM, 
BADLESMERE, 
DECEMBER 2016
By Keith Parfitt
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In December 2016 a group of twenty volunteers carried out a fieldwalking 
exercise as part of the Lees Court Estate Project.  The area examined lies to the 
north-west of Stringman’s Farm (medieval timber-framed; Grade II) at 
Badlesmere and stands at an elevation of between 90 and 95 metres OD.RI

GH
T 

M
et

al
 d

et
ec

tin
g 

tu
rn

ed
 u

p 
so

m
e 

in
te

re
st

in
g 

fin
ds

 26    Winter 2017    Kent Archaeological Society    www.kentarchaeology.org.uk    Winter 2017    Kent Archaeological Society    www.kentarchaeology.org.uk    27



According to the geological 
survey, the natural subsoil 
here consists of Clay-with-
Flints, over Seaford 

Formation Chalk.  The 1936 Land 
Utilisation Survey of Great Britain 
indicates that this land was then 
permanent pasture.  It is now under  
the plough.

A transect of twenty-six 10m by 10m 
sample squares and two half squares was 
laid out across the available area along 
the south-western margin of the field, 
immediately above a deep dry valley.  
The soil surface was moist after recent 
frost and rain, and the ground was 
well-weathered. 

The fieldwalking produced a large 
museum box full of material.  The notes 
given below are based on a rapid scan of 
this material in its unwashed state.  
Numbers are likely to change once the 
finds have been washed and analysed in 
detail. However, the quantity of 
prehistoric flintwork recovered was quite 
substantial and suggests one research 
topic for further detailed investigation.  
After an initial weeding out of the of 
non-struck material, 265 struck flints 
were counted.  Flintwork was recovered 

from every square walked, and the 
numbers ranged between 2 to 30 per 
square; fifteen of the Squares yielded ten 
flints or less.

Most of the flints recovered are 
unpatinated or show some dark blue 
patination, and consist of waste flakes, 
mainly of small-moderate size and quite 
crude in the knapping techniques 
employed.  Recognisable tools are few, 
but several rough scrapers were noted, 
together with a few points/piercers and 
notched pieces.  Some pieces have 
miscellaneous retouching along their 
edge, but care is needed in distinguishing 
this from plough damage.  Blades and 
blade-like flakes are scarce, as are cores 
and core fragments.  There is one good 
hammer-stone of largish size.

The bulk of the material would appear 
to belong to a single industry, probably 
broadly datable to the late Neolithic or 
Bronze Age period.  There is no heavily 
patinated Palaeolithic material such as 
might also have been anticipated in this 
high downland area.

Distinctive burnt and calcined flints 
(probably used in prehistoric cooking) 
were also present across the search area in 
quite significant numbers.  A total of 191 

pieces was collected.  The bulk of these 
are of moderate size. It is possible that a 
proportion of the burnt flint is not of 
prehistoric origin but more recent, spread 
with lime (i.e. burnt chalk) as a dressing 
to the heavy clay soils.

Finds of pottery were very few, and  
the bulk of the material collected was  
of later post-medieval date.  Virtually  
no medieval material was identified  
and seemingly there is nothing at all  
of earlier date.

There are two pieces of late nineteenth 
to twentieth-century vessel glass.

Peg-tile was widely spread across the 
search area, but it was quite sparse in 
quantity.  All the pieces are of a 
reasonably small size, and no 
concentrations were noted, such as might 
suggest the site of a demolished building.  
The same is true of the few (smallish) 
fragments of post-medieval red brick  
that were also recovered.

Other finds were very rare but include 
a single piece of clay pipe stem, while 
metal detecting unearthed a metal 
button, a stud and a copper-alloy  
belt buckle (frame). 

The light–moderate scatter of 
prehistoric struck flint, and calcined flint 

is of some interest. From the writer’s 
experience of similar finds on the high 
downs around Dover, this might be fairly 
typical, but I believe that insufficient 
work has been done in the Faversham 
district to confirm that this is the case.  

The finds from the current piece  
of fieldwork are indicative of  
ancient occupation in the area of 

Stringman’s field.
The general absence of material 

belonging to later periods is intriguing 
and implies that for many centuries not 
much was going on hereabouts.   
However, this is not entirely consistent 
with other evidence available from the 
area.  One significant point is likely to be 
that the present field apparently was not 

regularly ploughed until relatively recent 
times.

Reference
Photographic images supplied  
by Clive Drew
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THE CURIOUS CASE 
OF THE CONCEALED 
MOUND AT HOLLY 
GROVE
By Keith Parfitt
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Holly Grove is a conical mound that stands at an elevation of about 90m OD, 
positioned at the top of a steep south-west facing slope, just below the level 
plateau area crossed by Fisher Street Road.  Formerly covered by trees and 
burrowed into by rabbits/badgers/foxes, the mound still stands to a significant 
height, appearing at its largest when viewed from the down-hill side.  
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The weathered appearance 
indicates that the mound is 
of some considerable 
antiquity.  Today, it is 

roughly circular with a diameter of 
about 24-25m, surviving to a height 
of well over 2 metres.  Nicola 
Bannister made a detailed study of the 
mound in August 2014 and 
concluded that it could be either an 
ancient round barrow, a viewing 
mound for deer hunting on the 
Sondes Estate, or merely a dump of 
locally collected flints and other 
debris.  A possible windmill base 
might be added to this list.

Field observations 
Inspection of the mound has allowed 
a few useful observations to be made 
about its form and structure. Judging 
by the spoil ejected from the animal 
burrows and surface exposures, it 
would seem that the mound is mostly 
composed of chalk rubble with some 
flint.  There is no evidence for a 
surrounding ditch.  The summit of 

the mound appears to be specifically 
capped with large flint nodules, 
perhaps as a continuous layer.  A 
similar surfacing could have collapsed 
and been eroded away on the lower 
slopes.  A lynchet or field bank of 
accumulated soil occurs on the 
north-eastern, uphill side of the 
mound. This appears to have built up 
against the existing mound, reducing 
its apparent height on the north-east 
side. The surface of the ground in this 
area was noted to be much more soily 
than on the other sides.

Finds
The surface of the mound was 
searched for finds by the Faversham 
Society Archaeological Research 
Group in April 2016, when a small 
collection of prehistoric flintwork was 
recovered.  A more detailed search of 
the mound’s surface was made by the 
KAS team on 3 June 2017, when a 
larger collection of prehistoric 
flintwork, some calcined flints and a 
few potsherds were collected.  

Individual mapping of these finds, 
numbering 111, showed that they 
were spread fairly evenly on all sides 
of the mound, with no real 
concentrations.  It was noted, 
however, that most material had 
accumulated on the lower half of the 
slope of the mound, much of it, no 
doubt, moved down from slightly 
higher up through the action of 
gravity.

The bulk of the material recovered 
in 2017 was prehistoric struck flint.  
Around a dozen pieces of calcined 
flint were also collected.  Some of this 
material is undoubtedly prehistoric in 
origin but it was noted that 
woodsmen clearing undergrowth from 
the site within the last few years had 
burnt much of the material in situ 
(charred sticks remained) and there 
can be no doubt that this is the source 
of some of the burnt flint recovered.  
Recently burnt flint was not collected 
but some modern material was still 
inadvertently recorded.

Four small sherds of pottery were 
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recovered, all on the southern side of 
the mound.  Three pieces were found 
close together (Nos 37 & 38) very 
near to where another sherd had been 
discovered earlier in the year.  All 
these pieces appear to be of ‘Belgic’ 
grog-tempered ware, probably from 
one vessel.  The fourth sherd (No. 52) 
lay further to the west at the foot of 
the mound.  It consists of a small 
flint-tempered wall sherd probably of 
Bronze Age or Iron Age date.

Conclusions
The general feeling amongst the KAS 
team was that the mound does indeed 
represent a prehistoric round barrow 
that has gone previously unnoticed by 
Kentish antiquaries, due to its 

somewhat isolated location. The hill 
slope position can be readily matched 
by a number of similar barrow sites in 
east Kent, with several examples 
occurring on the steep sides of the 
Dour valley outside Dover.  Any 
notion that the mound might 
represent a windmill site can probably 
be dismissed because not a single 
piece of millstone has ever been 
discovered anywhere on the site and 
the narrow top of the mound shows 
no evidence of any depression that 
might be associated with the crosstrees 
of a mill base.

Most of the prehistoric flints 
recovered from the surface probably 
represent material initially 
incorporated into the body of the 

mound during its construction.  As 
such, they must be residual and relate 
to previous prehistoric activity in the 
immediate area.

This positioning of the mound, on 
a slope just off the level plateau land, 
is unusual.  It is effectively invisible 
when viewed from the plateau itself, 
being just beyond the break of slope.  
If it were intended to be seen from a 
distance, which might reasonably be 
assumed in the case of a prehistoric 
barrow monument, it would seem 
that the best views of it would be 
obtained from the opposite side of the 
valley to the west.

Photographic images supplied  
by Anthony Mak
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ABOVE Fig 1 - St 
Leonard’s 
Badlesmere  
South Side

ABOVE Fig 2 - North 
side of Badlesmere 
church

RIGHT Fig 3 - East 
side showing 
Norman lancet 
windows

BADLESMERE 
CHURCH

CLUES TO A FORGOTTEN 
LANDSCAPE? by Clive Drew  Does Badlesmere 

Church hold the key 
to a forgotten past? 
Why was it so 

important and might it provide 
clues to a forgotten ancient 
landscape?  Today it is St Leonards 
Church Badlesmere, however as 
with a lot of buildings on Lees 
Court Estate the church has a 
long, fascinating and incomplete 
history. 

St Leonard’s is set at the 90m 
contour being the highest point 
on the ridge to the east of the 
A251, the main Ashford to 
Faversham Road.  The Church is 
in the middle of an active farm, 
with Badlesmere village being 
approximately 1.1km to the south 
as the crow flies. 

The building is Norman in its 
origins with a Doomsday mention.  
Four distinct phases of 
development are visible with the 
most recent, nineteenth-century 
being the addition of the tower 
and a crenellated porch on the 

south side (see fig 1).
The north side of the church is 

impressive architecturally, 
indicating various stages of building 
and reconstruction. Fig 2 shows the 
north side with, to the right, the 
nineteenth-century most recent 
addition of the tower (see fig 2).  
The next three sections are 
rendered, dressed flint.  The 
roofline indicates four distinct 
building phases.  The most recent is 
the addition of the tower, and to 
the left of the bell housing, a 
definite line can be seen in the peg 
tiles indicating the join of the tower 
section. Trace the building east, and 
the building phases are evident as 
the roof gradually steps down.  The 
earliest part of the church is the 
altar area which is hidden by the 

yew tree.
The section straight in front has 

corbels onto which the roof is 
misaligned and does not rest.  
Perhaps most interesting is the 
blocked up doorway behind the 
drain pipe.  Due to the banking of 
the soil in the graveyard, the lower 
portion of this door is not visible, 
however, inside the church, the 
door is visible albeit somewhat 
blocked by the font.  The window 
behind the tree appears to be an 
eighteenth-century addition.

In the approximate area of the 
yew tree, in the left of the picture, 
is the possible position of the de 
Badlesmere tomb area.  This area 
raises a couple of questions: was 
this just an add-on to the church 
for the burials of the de 

Badlesmeres or was it a Chantry 
Chapel with the tombs laid out 
with priests singing masses for  
the souls of the Badlesmeres?  
Above ground, there is no visual 
evidence, and with the external 
church wall has been rendered, it  
is not possible to locate the door 
into this tomb area.

The east end of the church 
would appear to have its original 
Norman lancet windows now filled 
with Victorian stained glass (see fig 
3).  The dressed flint external wall, 
as is typical with the rest of the 
church, has been rendered.  The 
space on the right-hand side is the 
location of the de Badlesmere 
tombs, now removed. 

As one first walks into the 
church, you are immediately 
impressed as to how “Jane Austen” 
the church appears with its box 
pews and, at first view, its 
untouched nature.  Once inside the 
church, above the door is the Royal 
Coat of Arms for George I dated 
1717 (see fig 4 overleaf).  Either 
side of the entrance is a series of 
tiered pews, believed constructed  
in the eighteenth-century  A close 
inspection of the front panels 
reveals a quantity of graffiti, some 
which have a distinctly medieval 
look and feel.  This raises two 
possibilities: firstly when 
constructing these pews, a 
carpenter reused some medieval 
timber with the graffiti in situ or 
secondly, the graffiti is much later 
and a copy of a medieval style. 

The alter end is understood to 
be the earliest part of the church 
(see fig 5 overleaf).  On the north 
wall next to the organ can be seen 
the remains of a significant door, 
thought tobe the old entrance to 
the Badlesmere tomb area.  There is 
a reference to this Church in the 
Visitations and Presentments of 
1616 in which the chapel is 
described as “very ruinous and 
noisome to our Church”.  The 
current archway, behind the organ, 
is believed to be a nineteenth-
century addition.

In front of the altar rail are two 
oak bench ends understood to 
belong to Sir John de Badlesmere 
(1415). The first (see fig 6 
overleaf) depicts the Star and 
Garter of The Most Noble Order of 
the Garter and attributed to 
Richard de Vere, Earl of Oxford 
and grandson of the 1st Baron, 
who assumed the title of Lord 
Badlesmere. Surrounding the star is 
the garter motto “May he be shamed 
who thinks badly of it”.  On the 
reverse side of this bench end are 

carved the initials JB with a date 
of 1415.  The JB is assumed to be 
John, Lord Badlesmere.

The second bench end (see fig 
7 overleaf) refers to the Trinity, 
represented by the three carved 
circles two on the top and one 
centre bottom. The circle in the 
centre has the word Deus carved 
into it.   Just above the Trinity are 
two carved letters M and E.  These 
have been interpreted to represent 
Maud wife of John de Vere and 
Elizabeth both daughters of the 
1st Baron Badlesmere.  The bench 
ends are discussed, by Henry 
Hannen, in considerable detail in 
Archaeologia Cantiana vol 43 
(1931) pp 161.

The land surrounding the 
church offers some intriguing 
clues to structures around the 
church that may be contemporary 
with its medieval past. Mr Phil 
Scutt, a local farmer, makes a 
thought-provoking claim that 
during the seventeenth-century 
(possibly earlier) the road that 
originally ran to the south of 
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ABOVE Fig 4 - 
Interior of 
Badlesmere church

BELOW  Fig 5 - Altar 
end of Badlesmere 
church

LEFT Fig 6 - Oak 
bench end 
depicting Star & 
Garter

RIGHT Fig 7 - Oak 
bench end 
depicting the Trinity

Badlesmere Court was diverted 
around St Leonard’s (see fig 8, 
shown in red).  Mr Scutt also 
commented that when his father 
was building the slurry pit for the 
silage keep in the 1960s, he came 
across a dressed flint wall set in a 
lime mortar. Similarly, in the yard 
just north of the Church across 
the road, there are old 
photographs that show a dressed 
flint wall running in a north-south 
direction on the eastern side of  
the yard.

De Badlesmere
The earliest references to the name 
Badlesmere is a Sir Gunselin de 
Badlesmere:  there is mention of a 
Gunselin de Badlesmere crusading 
with Richard the Lionheart and a 
later record of the marriage of 
Gunselin de Badlesmere and  
Joan Fitzbernard in 1274  
at Badlesmere. 

The most significant 
Badlesmere is Bartholomew  
de Badlesmere, 1st Baron 
Badlesmere. Born in 1275, 

Bartholomew de Badlesmere 
served Edward I as a soldier, 
Edward II as steward to the  
Royal Household and finally 
Edward III in a continuation of 
his role as steward.  This service  
to three kings suggests a key 
person at Court.  

The 1st Baron was a steward to 
Edward II, and as part of that 
stewardship, he was also constable 
of Bristol, Tonbridge, Chilham and 
Leeds Castles.  In 1321 the 1st 
Baron rebelled against the King 
siding with the Earl of Lancaster.  
After the defeat at the Battle of 
Boroughbridge in Yorkshire, the 
Baron was capture and eventually 
brought back to Canterbury, where 
on 14th April 1322 he was  
tried and duly executed on  
the same day.

There are two theories are 
surrounding the disposal of 
Bartholomew de Badlesmere’s body, 
two years after his execution. Dr S 
Sweetinburgh suggests that the 
most plausible theory is that he was 
buried at either White Friars and or 
Austin Friars in Canterbury.  The 
second is that his body was brought 

back to Badlesmere and interred in 
the chapel adjoining his castle.

Referring to the Malcolm Ward 
collection in the Society’s Library 
there is mention that in 1320 
Edward II gave Bartholomew de 
Badlesmere a license to found a 
House of Canons Regula. 
Whether or not this license was 
actioned will be examined as part 
of this project.  There is 
background chit-chat within the 
Estate mentioning the existence of 
a monastery, and we know at 
Throwley Church there was a 
Benedictine Alien Priory.  Another 
interesting note from the Malcolm 
Ward collection is that in 1321 the 
sister of the 1st Baron was the 
Abbess at West Malling, who 
resigned due to a complaint from 
the nuns.

Bartholomew was succeeded by 
his son Giles; however, he did not 
immediately inherit his father’s 
estates until he obtained a reversal 
of the 1st Barons attainder in 
1328. Giles was given the title 2nd 
Baron Badlesmere. Giles died 
without leaving a natural 
successor, his sister Maud de 
Badlesmere married into the de 
Vere family and after an 
inquisition post mortem was 
granted the Badlesmere Estates in 
1338 (The i.p.m is part of the 
National Archive at Kew).  Maud’s 
husband John de Vere 7th Earl  
of Oxford assumed the title  
Lord Badlesmere. 

What Next?
We know that there has been a 
church on this site from Norman 
times, though we have yet to 
establish an exact date for the 
original construction.  Hasted 
visited the site and wrote it up 
describing the church but also 
mentioned changes in crop colours 
that may indicate the remains of 
other buried structures nearby.  
When one considers other 
substantial properties that were 

part of the Badlesmere Estate, why 
was this church so important?  
Does Badlesmere Church hold the 
key to a mysterious past and does  
it help provide us with clues to a 
forgotten medieval landscape? 

To help answer these question 
the Society will be conducting 
some detailed investigations  
in this area in 2018: 

1. We have marked out an area 
of 57 hectares surrounding the 
Church which will undergo 
geophysical survey.  Firstly, we will 
conduct a magnetometry survey of 
the area to help pinpoint any 
buried archaeology that supports or 
negates the belief that lost 
structures surround the church.  
Magnetometry will provide specific 
target zones within the area that 
will be a focus of additional 
resistivity surveys, and possibly 
follow-up evaluation trenching 
(subject to approval).  In the 
church and on the north side, 
subject to the necessary 
permissions, we would like to 
conduct ground penetrating radar 
surveys to try and locate the de 
Badlesmere tomb area.  Fitting into 
the agricultural cycle, when fields 
become available, we will perform 
structured fieldwalking backed up 
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by metal detecting.
2. Members of our Historic 

Buildings Committee will survey 
and record the standing structure 
of the church in an attempt to 
better understand the various 
phases of construction.

3. We require enhanced 
knowledge of the de Badlesmere 
family and its relationship with the 
Estate and the Church.  The 
current desk-based research will 
expand to take on further research 
of wider source material.

The investigation into 
Badlesmere Church is part of the 
broader Lees Court Estate Project 
and will provide members of the 
KAS, local communities, schools 
and all stakeholders to engage in a 
study that incorporates many 
aspects of historical and 
archaeological research.  The 
opportunities to learn new skills 
and develop existing ones are as 
numerous as they are challenging.  
We will be in touch in the New 
Year, inviting you to come and take 
part in this exciting project.

Reference
Archaeologia Cantiana Various
Testamenta Cantiana
Malcolm Ward Collection  
KAS Library
Hasted  The History and 
Topographical Survey  
of the County of Kent
Cherryl Fountain et al 
Badlesmere: Some  
Historical Notes.
Fig 8 – Reproduced with kind 
permission of Alphabet Inc  
©2017 Google Earth
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ABOVE Fig 1 - 
Completed 
excavation around 
Hoard I

TOP LEFT Fig 2 
- Detail of Hoard I in 
its pot

TOP RIGHT Fig 3 
- Completed 
excavation around 
Hoard II; scale 
50cm (note 
adjacent features)

RIGHT Fig 4 - Hoard 
II in situadjacent 
features)

RIGHT General view 
of Hoard I in its pot

The weekend of 15 - 
17 September 2017 
saw the Medway 
History Finders 

annual metal detecting rally, 
held on the Lees Court estate, 
near Faversham.   
558 hectares (1380 acres) were 
searched by around three 
hundred detectorists who came 
from all parts of Britain and the 
near-Continent.  The KAS was 
invited to send a team along to 
record finds of archaeological 
interest.

No less than four hoards of 

Bronze Age metalwork were 
discovered. Two of the hoards 
(Hoards III and IV) had been 
spread by the plough, but the 
other two (Hoards I and II) 
remained largely in situ and 
were excavated by members of 
the KAS team.

Hoard I (see fig 1) was found 
to be contained within an 
inverted pottery vessel and 
yielded more than 16kg of metal 
– mostly plate scrap and sword 
chape fragments of the 
Wilburton Industry, broadly 
datable to 1150–1000 BC (see 

fig 2).  Hoard II was located 
close to Hoard I (see fig 3).  It 
contained thirteen pieces of 
broken  
bun-ingot, tightly packed into a 
very small pit.  Excavation 
around Hoard II located two 
further small pits close-by.  
These are not closely dated but 
could perhaps be contemporary 
with the hoard.  The bun-ingot 
fragments may be broadly dated 
to the Late Bronze Age, but no 
more diagnostic implements 
were discovered in association 
(see  

fig 4).
Hoard III consisted of 

fragments of bun-ingot, totalling 
about 30 in number. 

Hoard IV  had again been 
spread by the plough but from 
the material recovered, it 
appeared to be largely 
represented by fragments of 
bronze ‘plate scrap’, very similar 
to the scrap found in Hoard I.

As groups of prehistoric 
metalwork, all these finds fall 
under the Treasure Act and they 
will thus need to be formally 
entered into the Treasure 
process.  They are presently at 
the British Museum awaiting 
detailed study.

The discovery of these hoards 
of Bronze Age metalwork is of 
some considerable interest.  The 
elevated, waterless downland in 
this part of Kent has not been 
previously noted for its Bronze 
Age finds.  Indeed, the location 
of these hoard discoveries stands 
in contrast to the conclusion 
reached by Yates and Bradley 
(2010, 62–3), namely that in 
Kent there is an emphasis on 
hoard deposition in localities 
close to rivers and springs.

Reference
Yates, D. and Bradley, R., 
2010  ‘The siting of metalwork 
hoards in the Bronze Age of 
South-east England’, 
Antiquaries Journal 90, 
41–72.  
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BRONZE AGE HOARDS FROM  
THE LEES COURT ESTATE
By Keith Parfitt



LEES COURT ESTATE 
PROJECT - THE FUTURE
By Clive Drew
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ABOVE Lees Court 
Estate - geophysics 
on Holly Grove 
MoundIn February 2015 Mike 

Clinch, Rod LeGear and I 
saw Lady Sondes and put a 
proposal to her suggesting 

that the Society conduct a long-
term archaeological and heritage 
project to understand the history 
and evolution of the Lees Court 
Estate.  Under the guardianship of 
Lady Sondes, the Estate covers 
nearly 2,829 hectares in 
Faversham, Badlesmere and 
Sheldwich.  At one time the Estate 
was over 34,800 hectares, 
comprising large parts of Kent, 
and Norfolk. This will be the 
largest single site archaeological 
project in the country.

The Estate is relatively 
unknown regarding its archaeology 
and heritage.  Our initial work has 
identified a significant Bronze Age 
presence.   Metal Detecting has 
provided evidence of Roman 
activity but also a substantial 
quantity of medieval artefacts.  
KAS fieldwalking has found 

amounts of medieval brick and roof 
tile, and archaeology would not be 
archaeology without the odd, 
unusual find which in our case 
comprises some Ming Dynasty 
(c.1646) potsherds.

I believe our association with the 
Lees Court Estate is significant for 
KAS. From a Society perspective,  
it is imperative that we go back to 
our archaeological roots, and 
conduct a meaningful project that 
enhances our knowledge of Kent, 
encourages people to take up 
archaeology and history and boosts 
our membership.  The Lees Court 
project thus has the potential to 
deliver the goods on all counts, but 
it cannot succeed without the input 
of our membership.

Join In
The Society runs the project for the 
benefit of our members and the 
wider community.  We are looking 
for volunteers from our 
membership to come along and 

take part.  You are therefore most 
cordially invited to join in this 
important and exciting project.   
If you are interested in helping 
with our project could you please 
go to the following pages on the 
Society’s website and provide your 
details and also indicate the areas 
that you would be interested in 
helping in:

http://www.kentarchaeology.org.
uk/lees-court-project-register-
interest/

2018 Season
A number of activities and events 
have been agreed with the Estate 
which will be undertaken in 2018

1. Major Press/TV and 
Archaeological press project 
launch in February 2018.

2. Our Fieldwalking and tidy 
up work on an intact Bronze Age 
barrow, together with the 
discovery of Bronze Age artifacts 
has given the project a major area 

to survey  
and excavate during the autumn  
in 2018.  

3. This prehistoric activity will 
be balanced with continuing work 
in the Badlesmere Church area 
trying to establish the location of 
Badlesmere Castle.

4. Throughout 2018 the Society 
will be conducting geophysical 
activities, fieldwalking and 
controlled metal detecting over 
approximately 87 hectares covering 
a probable Bronze Age site, and a 
30m ring ditch in the Badlesmere 
Church area.

5. We are exploring the 
possibility with the Estate of 
conducting some experimental 
archaeology and construct a Bronze 
Age roundhouse.

6. Surveying and investigating 
the Estates Historic Buildings and 
Dene holes.

7. Continual desk-based research 
into the history of the Estate and 
local families.

Your Project Team
Keith Parfitt; Steve Willis: Chris 
Blair-Myers; Richard Taylor; Simon 
Elliott; Anthony Mak; Clive Drew.

Keeping in Touch:
Throughout the project, we would 
like to keep you up to date.  Our 
website will be the primary source 
of information.  We intend to 
regularly update the website with 
blogs and new information as and 
how it comes to hand.  Anthony 
Mak, our photographer, will be 
producing short video clips 
highlighting project events and 
interviews with the team and 
visitors. We will also make use of 
Facebook and Twitter.  For those 
members who have given us 
permission we will keep in touch 
directly via email.

Outcomes:
It is important that as we discover 
more about the Estate we make this 
information available to a broader 

audience as possible, this is to 
inform, educate and encourage 
participation. There will be no 
grey literature! 

A: Keeping people informed
As previously mentioned the 
Society’s website will be the main 
source of information on a day to 
day basis.

• Video material will be 
produced for local and  
national TV.

• Articles will be made available 
for the archaeological press.

• In-depth articles will be 
written for Archaeologia 
Cantiana.

• The Society may be able to 
publish a monograph series 
about the project.

• Regular Newsletter Articles
• Ad hoc electronic bulletins via 
email for Society members.

• A series of photographic books 
documenting the project will be 
published.
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ABOVE Lees Court 
Estate - fieldwalking

• Production of multimedia 
material for the education 
community.

• A panel of speakers will be 
available for local and national 
talks and lectures.

B: Taking up Archaeology
We aim to use this project as a 
vehicle to encourage people in the 
County to come out and try the 
art and science of Archaeology and 
be enthused by the wonders of 
discovering our past. How many 
of today’s professional 
archaeologists started out by 
joining in on their local 
community dig?

C: Increase in Society Membership 
The Society has a wonderfully 
broad spectrum of activities, 
including this project.  By 
encouraging non-members to 
come along and try out 
archaeology hopefully, we can at 
the same time entice them into 
joining our Society.

D: Education
One of the key objectives of our 
Society is to educate people about 
the Archaeology and History of 
the county. This project will allow 
for people to learn about all 

aspects of archaeology and in 
certain circumstances be trained in 
the use of geophysical equipment 
and excavations techniques. 

The Estate has its educational 
remit called Lees Court Education 
and Research Network or 
LEARN which is designed to 
encourage groups to visit the 
Estate, showcase, learn and discuss 
the various on-going projects.  
The archaeological activities will  
further help the Estate with  
its LEARN remit.

The material will be developed 
so that the Society’s Education 
Committee and others can go to 
the county’s schools and tell them 
about the project and the heritage 
of Kent and urge them to come a 
visit the site.

The School of Classical and 
Archaeological Studies at the 
University of Kent at Canterbury 
are an integral part of the project, 
and the site is being used as part of 
the student’s coursework.

Your Society Needs You
This is the single most important 
project that the Society has 
undertaken in many years. We are 
fortunate in having in our Patron, 
Lady Sondes, someone who 
understands and appreciates the 

importance of archaeology and 
history and who, by permitting 
the Society to carry out this 
project, will significantly add to a 
deeper understanding of the Estate 
in an archaeological and historical 
context. The project also allows 
the Society to become relevant to 
the archaeological and wider 
community which in turn will 
increase our membership.

Please join us, explore with us, 
learn with us and have an 
enjoyable experience.

The Project Team wish you Seasons 
Greetings, and we look forward to 
welcoming you to site next year.

Please go to the website 
http://www.kentarchaeology.org.
uk/lees-court-project-register-
interest/ and let us know what  
you would like to do.
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I am pleased to welcome the following who have joined 
the KAS since the previous newsletter. Many apologies  
if I have omitted anyone!

Individual Members 
Miss Elizabeth Brown, Faversham 
Dr Thomas Buckner, Temple, Texas USA 
Mr Hugh Carson, Elham, Canterbury 
Mr Phillip Chalmers, Gillingham 
Miss Isobel Curwen, Deal 
Ms Jillian Fordham, Faversham 
Ms Rae Granville, Herne Bay 
Mrs Janet Halligan, Sittingbourne 
Mr & Mrs Don Harris, Gillingham 
Miss Jane Jordan, Yorkshire 
Mrs Annette King, Minster, Sheerness 
Mr Nigel Mannouch, Faversham 
Mr Alexander Maynard, Maidstone 
Mr Richard Stacpoole-Ryding, Sittingbourne 
Mr Stephen Twaites, Sittingbourne 
Mrs Michelle Whitham, Ashford

Joint Members 
Ms Tracey Dessoy, Canterbury 
Ms Miranda Haynes, Canterbury 
Dr Diane & Mr Peter Heath, Ramsgate 
Mr Brian Hughes, Rochester 
Mrs Christine Hughes, Rochester 
Mr Graham Keevill, Oxfordshire 
Mrs Cathy Keevill, Oxfordshire

It is good to see that this is a longer list than last time – please continue to encourage friends and colleagues 
to join KAS. I can let you have some membership leaflets to put out at meetings and other suitable events.

Please remember to check your bank statement in January/February to make sure that your standing order is 
at the correct amounts (£25 individuals, £30 joint – i.e. two people living at the same address) and not 
duplicated! If the amount is incorrect, I treat this as a donation, and you are not entitled to membership which 
is a great shame. This is in accordance with the constitution/rules of KAS.

I shall be sending out renewal notices for 2018 in December for those of you who pay by cheque or receive 
invoices – please pay asap, so I do not have to send reminders and incur the extra postal expense. We are 
trying to keep the subscriptions at the present rate for as long as possible, so every saving is important.

Thank you for informing me of changes to postal and email addresses.

If you do not wish to receive emails from me alerting you to conferences and other events, please let me know. 
I try to keep these to a minimum!

Shiela Broomfield
Membership Secretary membership@kentarchaeology.org.uk
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