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The Shooting Lodge, Yattendon Court 

The Shooti.ng Lodge at Yattendon Court, Berkshire (courtesy of C G Hallam) 

Purpose-built in the early 1930s for the newspaper magnate, Edward Iliffe (l st 
Lord Iliffe), the shooting lodge at Yattendon Court near Newbury in Berkshire, 
is possibly one of the very first 'modern' luncheon lodges. It not only boasts a 
stylish dining room on the ground floor with oak fittings and furnishings 
together with cloakrooms, a kitchen and a loaders' room (which was used as a 
location set for the 1993 television series, The Wartime Kitchen & Garden), but 
also has a flat above to accommodate the estate's head gamekeeper and his 
family. The game larder is situated a short distance away from the lodge and 
combines game storage facilities with a beater's room complete with a fireplace 
around which they might gather on cold and wet days for a sandwich and a 
beer. 

The Dining Room, Lees Court Shooting Lodge 

The Shooting Lodge at Lees Court Estate in Kent provides guests with a range 

of facilities in a converted eighteenth century barn and nor only boasts a 
luxurious dining room and a comfortable sitting room but also has a large indoor 
swimming pool. The Countess Sondes, the host, who is passionate about game 
shooting, has created a unique atmosphere where everyone is treated as a 
personal guest rather than as a paying Gun. 
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The Lime Caves, Lees Court 

Originally excavated to enable lime to be extracted from subterranean deposits 
for agricultural purposes, these man-made caves now serve as an 'elevenses' 
point on the Lees Court shoot. Guns are offered tea, coffee or something a little 
stronger, together with home-made honey-glazed sausages or other snack items, 
all served by the butler and his staff. 

A formal dining table for lunch at Lees Court shooting lodge ... 
(cotlrte~J' of the Countess Sondes)
 

... and wonderful rural surroundings for elevenses (courtesy of C G Hal/am)
 


